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fr'èll, 1st l'd like to thank Gerdha for the favour she made me by giving me this VHS of Jeeg and of Grendizer in Japanese.
It erJablÉs rne tó y?rite thts srnall bxt cn nry impressions on Jeeg and Grèridizer at the same timè. I muldn't help but noticing
ifìat solnehow lhere was a huge dÍiference in the wtìole concept ol Grendizer and other anime of the same period ol time :

[ie éolors àftd iÌe drawing quality. Although *ne could always refer to the strong crilicism encountered by Goldorak when it
itss t"sÈ been aired in FrancÈ {i.È. psùr qual'ry* aniine csnpared with the Anerica$ ca*sansl that rÈmaifts to be still
0ro. 

'i, 
its obviorjs thai tfte quali? of the èntirè anime {even if some episodes are not that gteat I must admit} is far better

han any af lts countÈrparès! Takihg Mazirìger Z as a comparison uould be biased in a raray since it was released 3 years
earlier. One could ahA/sys argue that thelechniques urère not as good as in Ocober 1975when Grèndizer \ /as first aired in
JaFen. Thafs vrherÈ JÈeg comes ir'ìtù my analysis: lt was airèd the same day ss Grendizer, namély ún Oct. sth 1975 on Net
lV al 18:06, while Grendizer vìras on FujiTV at 1g:00. What stroke my attention isthattiìe colors ar€ nol as bright in Jeeg as
Eìey at+ in Grendizerl The range of colors ís not even lhe same- I may sey that Pinl! vioietlputple, bluè areexùeme in
Gre*dízer, catching the vievúers' eyes whÍle in Jeeg for instance they are more shalloì/$ almost passed ah€dy {and this is
net because of the quality of the VHS, ii uras excellentl). The drawing as well is far more accurate in Grendizer. To analyse
ii I r$uld need the expertèe of sarne of yùu, because sonre ot you iBernard/gerdha and cthers l'm sure) know t}le dralrring
bam of almost each episode.
My paint hÉrÈ, is that somehow u1e colors and thè drawilg quality haye had en ímpact on the viev{èrs we were. I'm quite
convinóed that duritìg GrendÉer, the drawiDg leam(s) developed new lechniques or used newtechniques that \A€re meant
b atiract the attèntlon of the vie*er in a v{ày. lt workÉd on a ns* audience (in Europe far lnstancè} but may have disturbed
llre Japanese one usèd to the ald-fashiè ed drawing techni?ues dÈvèlaped in MazingerlGt Mazinger and Jeeg for irstance.

Therefare I ds be'ie/e that Grendíuer is lscated at tlre tlresheld of a nerrv era in the anime histary.
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Therefore I do belíeve that Grendizer is loaated at the threshold of a new era in the anime history. "

rnJeli, ít is a good obseNation and a clever assumptión, but for it to be truè and complete the comparison should aiso
ins'udè other shsvr.s Uìat urere producèd Ín early 1975, and thsse produced after October 1975.
It istluelhatGre dizer u/as full of vibrsì* csiours unlike jeeg, but lwuldn't the lact thai the artists \tuÈre díllerent and t'lat
úìe story its€lf was ditferent comè into account?
Afler*ii, th*re r*ss srajor èmphasis in Grendízer an the beeu\ of Planet F-arth, vdrich is naturally vibrant with life and colóur,
ano ; was clearly reflected in És design.
And !! is true, lhat vibranl cslourc arÈ rú.e 'Éyè catching" than sóftèt ones, biJt there vÀgrè óther factols that contributed to
tlre succes* oî Grendìzer lvorldwide.
Children in genera! love colours, bricht ones, I mean. Even babies, prèfèi sharp contrasting colours like red, yellow, dark
blue and dark greeft tc súfter to*es cf pale pìnk and light bius, be.alsè it stimulates the develsprrrent of their v;sion.
Therefare ttìe use of colsur in child!'eri sho$.s is essential for success i* attracting audience intially (even !f it is a
subcs.rscious atlractio*), then r{}rnes ihe sfary of the shèw
To understanrJ why Grendizea was as popular in Japan, you havè to under$tand the'Japanese" personality in general and
as aft à d;eiìce i* perticular.
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I merely statèd an idea somehow. I didn't went to ge into a MM especially since many aspects of the japanese culture and
audiencÉ have aiready been 'studied' or nìentionned sn the forum. This sras only an attempt to add another .eas6n úr
expianatisn that might explain the success of the anime.
As far as the other anime of ihe same year for instance are conc.erned, itnould definÉely be oî imporiance b \Aatch and
aflallze them, but snlartunatery I dcnt a1#n them at ihe rncmen! and can1 watch them! as far as thé colótlrs are concemed,
Children are indeed attracted by brìghter colours, then \ rè reach rry point, if it was a common rule :o be applied to anime,
then v'rày notan Jeég for ìnstanúe? Ok anoiher tèam, but let us nat forgetthat Ìhese anirns are meant to be a business,
herefore when there's a rule, it shosld be applied, èsp. one which is as important as this one.
I ni - be inclined to think sornehcs# lral the bright colours in Grendizff \dere a way to countèr effèct the somewhat dark
sids* Jt lhe anime itself {Actarus being sick with his injury, etD.). But thats only a speculatíon and índeed 

' 
should maybe

not sden nlentlonned ítas my mind is eratic...
i ju* rvanted ts pay a tribute aù Grèîdizs on t*al special day in France!

111i;;ffi iE{s$n*.' liii:n**irim,.**i
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gvelff)me back, Jerome!!! As *sual, your posts are very inter6ting!

I never thought te ihis asFect aciually beisre. 
' 

am a!4/are that a very îew people in the Forum has seen Jeeg, but I hope
tley willtust us on the fact that its colours are mcsfly "nonochromafics" Ueeg is yellow. green and black; Hùoshi's sui!è is
ielhw, hìs mum's is trale bluè. and the akrlosphere in general is "darker" tian Grendizer). Aboui the drawÌng style, lfind it
n$re "Sable" in Jeeg than in Grendizer, in the sense that it seems to rne that in the frst case the develcping team has been
núre sr less the same for the &fìùlé anime and oî medìxm quali4/, rntile Grendizer had at least 4 or 5 drà.Ying teanrs
according to the visual aspects, ranging îrom the incredible Araki episodes to other very poor ones. Unfortunately I have no
dèÈ'^ abmt the staff of Jeeg episodes {rs a rnatter of tact to find information ebout production notes of this aninp is quiet
imp' iible * my friend Alcor is getting mad for èxample lo identity its location!), but I think what I said can be agreed by
wlrÈevea has seen both series.

The reason tlehind this discrepancy between the two aniffìes drawing style can be found in my opinion in the different
bqÈkgrúu*d stùry of J€g and Grendizer.

Jeeg búrft as a nla*ga at the beginning of 1975 (or late 1974) written by Nagai and lshikawa, but it lasted few episodes as
Toei decided nÈarly im$èdiatèly to creab an anime for it So the dèveloprnent phase of Jeeg in my opinion lasted some
rìonths: fi'Èt the drawing sty'e seeffÉ to be èntit'ed to a sìable team, then the slùry itseff {even íf a bit different lrom the
nenga) seerns to not sijlfer ot slrdden "rood changes", like if it has bèen dsrised from beginning to end as a wlìole
ccmpletely before the Fod*ctiùn plìase. About the cctours, yes, I agree with Jerome, J*g uses a poor range af cùlours
and no brightless.

At the contrary, Grendizer had only 2 months of pre-production phase with a story to tell in ilself. For sure the budget was
high - it slr*uld have been 'the tbird dlapter of Mazi*ger" wh;le Jeeg was a ccmplete Ísolated story - but I sgreè wlth
Jerome about the idea that ii was used as an e;perimenlai fíeld to use diferent drawing choices. I have already underlined
tnat this csnsiileration can be applied !D me ùo ths storytelling, but as a ìì"Ètter of fact also the dBwing stylè could be
considered in the same lr,ay. After all, fcr examp,e, Michl Hirneno sb*ed to cocperaE with Araki at eps0 for the fitst tifie
gler.

Abr, the otlrer animes of that pèriod, well, I have seen I supposè neady all of them and actually Jeîome is right, the
kightness of Grendi;er is unknoufi in other $aries- For exampie, Yamato ls darker - cf course it is located in deep space,
bul the use of coiours for the peopte, for example. is not comparable ùo Grèndizer. For sure, the fact tirat Grendizer location
is in a farm heiped U:e chaice cf kightness, but actually - lèr exampìè - even the nìain conùol room of Resèarch Centrè i5
desig*ed \Èith vi{id coiours.

So yeah, Grendizer ì#as used as a sort of experíment3l tenilory lor various fields. I am sure about il.

Glerdha

,,, PostaRespq*,..,,|,,'.qqùt,ffiiés ..,;l
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