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DJinspace
Administrateur
Messages postés : 8O

J D -irnspace

Suzi
Messages postés : 268
I am not an alien but I am

That sounds totally silly for me hitting a women is one of the worst
thing a man can do I Duke Fleed shall be asharned but there are so

many men doing like hím every day in the world (not only in Japan) |

I thought that Duke Fleed was in love because he got so upset when
her aircraft crashed after being hit by Zume zume. He overreacted
using an innovative and violent fighting technique with his double
chop, his repulsive ray and his projected fists.

Maria appreciated a lot Kerica even if she was an ennemy, that might
be also a sign I

That was a so sad episode, Kerica was so cute and so nice she didn't
deserve that f I don't know who i hate the most Duke Fleed for
failing to protect her (and for this miserable attitude he had with her)
or my boss for sending her to a so dangerous mission !

Reg rets eternels

Pagina2 di 17
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nnlln

this "imposing" violent behaviour that
gentle symapthetic kind character. And
raise many questions about Mashima's

as ep 7A, and in both Daisuke slaps a

Je partage ton interrogation Suzi, j'ai toujours trouvé le geste
d'Actarus déplacé, en opposition avec sa personnalité calme et
reflechie... Un héros qui donne une telle claque à une femme, ga m'a

toujours choqué I lt-e scénariste de cet épisode était peut-ètre
mlsogyne I I

--Message edite par dantus le 2004-07'LS 22:LB:39--

Traitre de Minos !

t] Posté le 1 s/A7/2004 22:a1 :15

DJinspace, webmaster de Goldorak & Disneyland Park

I Posté le 1 6/A7 /2004 05:1 7:Q4

J su:r

unique No Dantus, I don't think that Daisuke fell in love with Kerica' His
venegence reaction for her death is very similar to that of Mineo
unless you are implying that he fell in love with Mineo too. He also
reacted angríly to the death of the commando children in ep 59. I
think that his vengence reaction to ihe cieath oi his friends/ or the
people he likes is "natural" for him and is not necessarily because of
"lovett .

Maria and Kerica got along very well because one of them lost her
brother and the other has a brother whose life is always at stake'
Kerica was sympathetic towards Maria because she didn't want to kill
her brother and deprive her of him like herself. Maria was kind and
nice to Kerica from the staft unlike her brother.

Nevertheless I agree with you that it is a disgraceful thing what
Daisuke did and unfortunately it happens everyday all over the
world. Putting that in a children's show only deepens the problem as
it sets a iole model for them while you are trying to teach them the
opposite.

But like Dl I can't undersatnd
doesn't fit with the rest of his
certainly like you DJ, I would
persona lity.

Mashima wrote ep 63 as well
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Agnès
Messages postés : 95
I'm still an afien! :-)

wornan, Kerica in ep 63 and Maria in ep 70. Actually Koji too in ep 70
slaps Maria in the cave. Whereas both slaps to Maria in ep 70 were
understandable, and that portrayed by Uehara in ep 23 to Hikaru was
also understandable and was indeed followed by a regretful facial
expression and remorse, that of ep 63 to Kerica is unjustifiable and
poses a lot of questíon marks.

Hey I just remebered, Daisuke did slap Mirana the little girl of ep 12
(also written by Uehara) to bring her back to realíty, didn't he? And
Uehara wrote ep 34 too where Gauss frankly assaulted Hikaru. All
these situations were understandable except that of ep 63. I still
can't expalin itl
But then what is the matter with these scriptwriters? They seem to
be fond of this theme.

--Message edité par suzi le 2004-07-16 08:25t39--

"Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood."........Marie
"Patience achieves more than strength or fury"....La Fontaine

f Poste le 1 6/07/2A0413:42:31 t]
hmnr yes, I've wondererC about this too. (for yearsr as
out of character).

These are my conclusions f :

Cu rie

r
it seems s

I
o

If you think about it. Duke Fleed must be able to switch between his
usual peaceful behaviour (which is generally perceived as his most
basic character trait) and his aggressive self; in other words he has
to be able to switch between farm help and warrior at every moment.
After all, it is part of his "job description" and his ability to switch
between the two is the quality that allows him to be bgth effietent_aS
q.W.atriqr.and _eqmpES.S.íq.nete A9.An adV.e.rqa.ry (well I wanted to say
"human being"... butthen again, he is not "human" in the strict
sense of the word).

The "shockíng" efement is perhaps that he slaps a "defenseless
woman"; in this situation, Kirika is rather defenseless, scared and
closed to panicking, and the "medication" is necessary for her. Duke
Fleed used the same technique on Hikaru when she found out about
his real nature (again a rather shocking moment), and quite regularly
to stop Koji from getting mixed up in battles he can't possibly win.

So in fact, this is a recurring traít, or technique, if you like. but we
are only shocked when it is used on women (if that isn't cultural
conditioning?!?).

However, Duke Fleed doesn't just change from compassion to
aggression, he often does this switch the other way round too,
especially when faced with an honourable enemy. In many ways, this
is his "defining quality", that which makes him what he is and that
which draws the line between the "bloodthirsty warrior" he could
have been (considering what he has lost ... imagine DF played by Sly
Stallone "Rambo-style") and the "civilised" and compassionate
warrior he actually is.

Hmmm ... could Grendizer be read as a warning, as statement about
war and what it does to people and the necessity to hold on to our
better (more civilised) feelings no matter how terríble the situation
is? I wonder.... f

Pagina 3 di 17
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Dantus
Messages postés : 203

Pagina 4 di 17

Live long and prosper ..:

t] Poste te 1 6107 l7oo4 22:a4J3 [nn[tr
I think Daísuke behaviour is completely exagerated about theses
pílls ! If Kerica didn't want to take thoses pills, nevermind ! He didn't
have to force her, even if she is a prisonner ! She can't be healed
against her will and besides I think she was scared because she
thaught it was drugs to make her even weaker to make her talking !

Even if she was only a scientist, she was a brave soldier.

Anyway slapping or punching somebody is a very bad action and it's
even worse on a weaker person ! Daisuke certainly weighs 30-40
kilograms more than Kerica, ít's completely outstanding to hit
someone that is so weaker than you ! And especially if the one you're
hitting is a woman I What about attentiveness ("la galanterie") ?

What about this male's pride to protect women ?

If you can hit a woman, why not hitting a teenager or a kid ?

(Of course, Daisuke can hit Koji, he's got an empty íron head !)

To get back to the subject, I think that if Daisuke didn't fell in love
with Kerica, he at least feel attracted to her !

Without Maria intervention, Kerica would have frozen Duke Fleed I

I think Duke Fleed was impressed but wanted to show her who's the
strongest I A typical machist attitude, that most of the time, hide a
desire to dominate the woman. So if it's not love, it is in my opinion
a true desire I

I think that Daisuke has failed many times to protect women ! thínk
about Mineo, Naída, Kerica and Rubina I Qk Mlneo and Naida decided
to suicide but Kerica and Rubina didn't and anyway Naída decided so
because Daisuke had a neurasthenic crisis !

I won't trust Duke Fleed on this matter, I won't trust him to protect
anyone in fact I

Now choose your hero I

PS : I've noticed that Kerica was named Kirida in japanese version.

J Dantr-is

Suzi
Messages postés : 268
I am not an alien but I am

J Suzr

Traitre de Minos !

I Posté le 1 7 lO7 12004 01 :38 :54

unigue I totally agree with Dantus that
take the pills. You can't force a
are rnentally ill), besides Kerica

rTT
Daisuke didn't have to force Kerica to
treatment on sorneone (unless they
didn't really need to have any

sedative at that stage.
If you ask me the way he presented these capsules to her, made
them look like a poisonous substance not sedatives, and why give
someone who just woke up a sedative to make them go back to
sleep again?
The whole situation is not plausable and really doesn't have any
sense. But the only way I can explain this violent behaviour is
because he was expressing his frustration and the anger at the way
she attacked him earlier with the several mirages that deluded him,
and that without Maria's help he would have been dead meat. A
natural frustration of the ego of a male warrior who was almost
defeated by a female warrior, don't you think? I don't think it has
anything to do with love or attraction, it is all about superiority and
domination.

Anyway, I agree with you Dantus that it is never right or justifiable to
hit someone weaker than you. Two males fighting like Daisuke and

http.ll29843.aceboad.neUp-29843-1239€1144.htm 24lO7lU
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Dantus
Messaqes postés : 203

J Dantris

Réponse i
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Koji, that is a natural testosterone effect that occurs among all the
animal species, but a male inflicting violence on a fernale without a
reason.... I really have to look hard to confirm its existence in animal
species other than humans.

Citation :

think that Daisuke has failed many times to protect women ! think
bout Mineo, Naída, Kerica and Rubina I Ok Mineo and Naida
cided to suicide but Kerica and Rubina didn't and anyway Naida

ecided so because Daisuke had a neurasthenic crisÌs !

won't trust Duke Fleed on this matter, I won't trust him to protect
nvone in fact I

Dantus, you are starting a whofe new subject by that statement, but
let me correct you Mineo didn't want to suicide, her saucer was
damaged by Blacki as a punishment for treason, and its crashing on
earth killed her. Naida suicided for much more complex reasons than
just the catatonic mental status she caused on Daisuke; as for
Rubina I don't think that he was really willing to protect her until she
sacrificed her life for him i.e. after her ship was hit by Zuril's killer
beam, not any second before that. As for Kerica, she too was in a
mentally disordered state when she boarded her ship and imagined
that she was heading to the burning planet to resurrect it whereas in
actual fact she was falling into Zum Zum rays (you know I wonder if
the sedatives she took earlier had a hallucinogenic effect on her.
LOL! ^_^t)

One last word, dear Minister Dantus , earthling women don't need
the protection of an alien like Duke Fleed, they can certainly and
bravely look afler themselves. All these women that you mentioned,
Mineo, kerica, Naida and Rubina were aliens, and perhaps that ís why
they were deluded that Duke Fleed (who is an alien like them) could
protect them. But he miserably failed them and certainly wasn't up to
rhe job.

Look at Hikaru for example, she saved Duke Fleed's life many times,
t-'l

she is my heroine. l-l Viva Hikaru!

"Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood.",.......Marie Curie
"Patience achieves rnore than strength or fury"....La Fontaine

I Poste le 17/07/2004 09:49:38

Well maybe it's one difference with french version I In our version,
Mineo decided to get back to black moon camp. Blacky intercept her,
ask her if she had killed Duke Fleed ? She answered no and Blacky
said to her that her punishment will be death for treason ! And
weirdly, Mineo thanks Blacky for that I

That's why I think Mineo decided to suicide because she knew what
will happen if she got back to Vega's army !

For Naida, in french version she confess to Hiraku that she is even
more in love wíth Duke Fleed than her and feeling responsible fior hís
catatonic state. She decided to destroy the approaching vegan fleet
by exploding her own saucer. But Duke Fleed went out of his
catatonic crisis one rninute after she left, that was a quite crual fact !

Pagina 5 di 17

n

24tO7tM



Explanation required! - Forum Goldorak Pagina 6 di 17

What remains to earthling's men pride so ? fl
I agree that women can be brave and look after themselves but I've
seen what happens when a brave women dares to face a brutal
men ! That drives me upset and I can become brutal myself to
defend her, no matter what she said or even did I I think that a true
man mustn't hit a woman even if she hits you !

Agnès
Messages postés : 95
I'rn still an alienl :-)

Traitre de Minos !

t] Poste le 1 7 lo7 12004 1o:33 : 55

Hmm, I agree with you guys
else , for that matter ... let's
something I condone.J Agnès

e last word. dear î'4inister Dantus. earthling wornen don't need
he protection of an alien tike Duke Fleed, they can certainty and
ravely look after themselves. All these women that you mentioned,
ineo, kerica, Naida and Rubina were alienS, End perhaps that is
y they were deluded that Duke Fleed (who is an alien like them)
uld protect them. But he miserably failed them and certainly

asn't up to the 1ob.

k at Hikaru for example, she saved Duke Fleed's life rnany tirnes,
he is mv heroine. Viva Hikaru!

nnnnn
that slapping a woman (or anybody
not be sexist here) is wrong. It is not

However, I think that Daísuke is shown using violence in situations
where violence is not necessarily appropriate rather consistently
throughout the anime. IMHO, this hints at a "darker" síde of his
character, a side that the French version has efficiently glossed over
whenever possible (i.e. whenever his darker side is expressed
through dialogue... there is, of course, a little bit more of a problem
with the graphic meOium fl ).

I get the feeling that Daisuke/Duke Fleed has had to "learn" self-
control, like most of us, and that this struggle to control himself, to
"force" himself to use Grendizer to protect Earth, or to avoid his
"physical superiority" to impose his.will on other people (usually the
people he cares about ...) is a recurrent feature of both his character
and the anime's pfot. In situations of stress (in the French version,
it's usually 'emotional stress' fl), nu doesn't always manage to do
that. This, to me is one of the basic aspects of his character, at least
that is what I tried to say in my previous post.

As forthe reasons of Naida's suicide, Dantus .,. well that is one
major controversy TCT went through on the various versíons of this
forum ... ah, yes, we've discussed nearly all the women except
Kirika ... interesting that this discussion should staft now. I'll have to
think some more before I come up with a clear interpretation on this
issue, so please guys, bear with me.

One thing, though, is clear, and that is that Kirika's murder (the
golgoth) is given one of the most violent, if not the most violent
demise of any of Duke Fleed's adversaries, That, in itself is both
interesting and significant, don't you think? Ll

ok, got to walk my dog now. Hope I don't meet with another golgoth
tooay. I
Ciao, cíao,

http: I I 29843 . ace boa rd . n eUp -298É;3- I 2 39€ 1 1 4 4. htm 24tO7tU
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;Agnès.

!

i--Message edité par agnès le 2004-07-L7 LO:37:50--

:

llive long and prosper
.1,-r_..:,..,f;..-..ttj.t. r.J.-..!!.\a.,t

Posté le 1BlA7 12004 A6:42:A7

Réponse :
ntus a dit :

at rernains to eafthling's rnen pride so Z [l
agree that women can be brave and look after themselves but I've

n what happens when a brave wornen dares to face a brutal
en I That drives me upset and I can become brutal myself to

efend her, no matter what she said or even did ! I think that a true
an mustn't hit a woman even if she hits vou !

i

iOh don't misunderstand me Miníster Dantus, I said earthling women
Ìdon't need an alie_O like Duke Fleed to protect them, but !_n_e_v-ea

ide[ie-d-tbeir-need-fq-e-adhling-m-e-0. I am not a feminist, I believe in
iequality, respect and fairness for both genders and that each has an
iimportant role to play in the life of others; and men and women are
,interdependant on one another and can't survive without each other.
:More than that I truly believe that there are certain things that only
imen can do and others that only women can do.
rI am sorry if my earlier ambiguous statement has hurt your pride. I
ìreally didn't mean to. I deeply respect you and all the male friends
;here,

I

i"Nothing in lífe is to be feared, It is only to be understood."........Marie Curie

unique

;q;.--.;1a1*:r.r.zr_:.':._:::i:,:.:àff.ìti t:\7:rt::

i Suzi
i Messages postés : 268
i I am not an alien but I am

jJ Suzi

;.

:i

i

iWell, Agnes, I think that
ireferring to is actually a

i"Patience achieves more than strength or fury"....La Fontaine

iT
:,

i

i

.nunrque 
i

i
;
:!

Posté le 1 e /07 | 2004 07 : 10 : 00

BÉp$ee:

T nfE

ipersona.

iWe all learn self control throughout our life, but there are certain
ithings that many of us would never do because we know that they

this "darkness" in DF charcter you are 
i

reflection of the darkness of the scriptwriters i

núr
d Suzi

nès a dit :

ffiffi, I agree with you guys that slapping a woman (or anybody
lse, fior that matter ... let's not be sexist here) is wrong. It ís not
mething I condone.

owever, I think that Daisuke is shown using violence in situations
ere violence is not necessarily appropriate rather consistently

hroughout the anime. IMHO, this hints at a "darker" side of his
haracter, è side that the French version has efficiently glossed over
henever possible (i,e, whenever his darker side is expressed

hrough dialogue .., there is, of course, a little bit more of a problem

vith the graphic medium [ ).
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Agnès
Messages postés : 95
I'm stif I an alien ! : -)

J Agnès

Agnès
Messages postés : 95
I'm still an alien! :-)

are wrong or inappropriate. In which american cartoon that is

dedicated for children persay, díd you see a man slapping a woman
for no reason and forcing her to take some capsules even without a

glass of water? In american cartoons if this behaviour was to be
portrayed then it would be delivered by the bad guys not tlre good
heroes.

Where was that warm welcome they showed to Mineo ín ep 9, and
the great hospitality they gave to Gauss in ep 34?

If you really want my opinion, this whole ep 63 is incomprehensible'
Maria while pledging for her brother's life from Kerica, asked her not
to ruin her friendly relationship with him.
?????7 ? ?????7 ? ?????? ??????? what friendly relationsh ip, for God's
sake was she talking about? He slapped her and was very rude to
her, so exactly what friendship was Maria talking about, or is this
how friendships are made "Japanese style"?

I don't find that Diasuke has used violence inappropriately except in
this ep 63 and with Mirana in ep 12, I could still understand his
aggression towards Hikaru in ep 23 and I'can forgive him for it
because he expressed remorse and regret.
It is true that I occassionally found him rude, insolent and arrogant
but what he did to Kerica ín ep 63 isn't him, and doesn't fit with the
rest of his character, and this whole scene in ep 63 was totally
unnecessary. In fact the whole of ep 63 could have been done much
better, but this ís what we have and this is what we can only discuss.

--Message edíté par suzi le 2OO4-07-18 07:19:09--

"Nothing in life is to be feared. It is onlyto be understood.".,......Marie Curie
"Patience achieves more than strength or fury"....La Fontaine

t] Poste le 1 s/07 /2004 13:55 :55 ulnntr
Réponse :

uzi a dit :

am not a feminist, I believe in equality, respect and fairness for
th genders and that each has àn important role to play in the life

f others; and men and women are interdependanf on one another
nd can't survive without each other.

But Suzi, really, this is what "feminism" is or aims forf That, and
understanding the role of gender in iderytity formation and social
structures. At least as I understand it. f,

Live long and prosper ..,

t] Posté le 1sfa7/20a414:10:35

Pagina I di 17

Réponse :

uzi a dit :

e all learn self control throughout our life, but there are certain
hings that many of us woutd never do because we know that they
re wrono or inaooroDriate.

Tt][TT
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J Agnes
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Thís is the kind of thing we usually disagree about, ísn't it? In my
own experience, we often end up doing exactly what we condemned
in others, thus adding shades of grey to our moral sensibilities. At
least, many people do. To some extent it is what makes us human,
this capacíty to learn not from other's but our own mistakes
(sometimes condemned in others), I don't think that we are always
in control either ...

I know we disagree on this, Suzi, but it would be hypocritical for me
to say something else. You are the idealist of this forum, after all, ís
we found out a while ugo ... I

Réponse :

n which american cartoon that is dedicated for children persay, did
ou see a rnan slapping a woman for no reason and forcing her to
ake some capsules even without a glass of water? In american
artoons if this behaviour was to be portrayed then it would be
elivered bv the bad suvs not the oood heroes.

American cartoons have the habit of displacing certain types of
tension (racial, gender etc.) from humans to animals - yet the
humour of many American cartoons relies on the failure of a
partícular (animal) character and the violence done to it. This of
course, is another discussíon, but in my opinion Grendizer is more
honest about our darker impulses than your regular American
cartoon. (Although this is no longer true for newer "anímated stories"
like the X-men or Batman ...)

Réponse :

f you really want my opínion, this whole ep 63 is incomprehensible.
aria while pledging for her brother's life from Kerica, asked her not

o ruin her friendly relationship with him.
????????????7????????????? what friendly relationship, for God's
ake was she talkinq about?

That, I agree with!

Réponse :

e slapped her and was very rude to her, so exactly what friendship
as Maria talking about, or is this how friendships are made

'JaDanese stvle"?

This is hard, Suzi. I don't know. I assumed that Kirika came from a
culture in which she was used to being dominated, and that Duke
Fleed knew that establishing hís position as dominant would shock
her listening or "reason". It certaÍnly looks like that a little.

She does think, in the French version, that Daisuke is the man who
saved her, so she must consider his action as "positive".
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continue this discussíon later if you want.I have to go now, but I can

ciao, ciao!

Live long and prosper .:.

t] Poste le 1 BloT 12004 16:58:41Dantus
Messaqes postés : 2O3

J Dantus

Agnès
Messages postés
I'm still an alien!

:95
: -)

Réponse :

nès a dit :

ut Suzi, really, this is what "feminisrn" is or aims forl That, and
nderstanding the role of gender in identity formation and social

tructures. At least as I understand t,. I

There are many kinds of "feminism" I Some see it like a sexist
corporatism that want to promote woman at any cost, and others see
it Iike a new pro:ect for a society rejecting violence and intímidation
between genders. The second one can be considered as a new kind
of humanism movement !

But I'm going away from the initial subject, i'm going to call "les
chiennes de garde" association to take care of Duke Fleed's case I

When I think to all the scenes censored in the whole serie I wonder
why they didn't do it for this unneeded and awfull scene ?

Traitre de Minos I

t] Poste le 1 B/o7 12004 L7;L3:20 u[Inn

Yes indeed, Dantus, there are many kinds of "feminism", and the
term is often abused or willfully misunderstood by some people. How
reductive of me, really, to extrapolate from my own brand of
"feminísm" ... sorry about that.

uur ul

," I Agnès Réponse :

ntus a dit :

ere are many kinds of "feminism" ! Some see it like a sexist
rporatism that want to promote woman at any cost/ and others
e it like a new project for a society rejecting violence and

ntimidation between genders. The second one can be considered as
new kind of humanism rnovement I

t I'm going away from the initial subject, i'm going to call "les
hiennes de garde" assocíation to take care of Duke Fleed's case !

hen I think to all the scenes censored in the whole serie I wonder
hy they didn't do ít for this unneeded and awfull scene ?
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As for the "chiennes de garde" ... well, I'm sure that some of them
would be quite "chuffed" with "Actarus" ... not sure that this will
solve any of your problems. (see how some xfeministsx react to
say ... Robbie Williams, for instance I )

As for the scene which you call "unneeded and awful" - welf, I'm not
sure that it should be left out. I do think that it fits Duke Fleed's
character to some extent, and that it is designed to shock both
characters A-nd viewers, wich in turn may lead to some interesting
speculations. Why shock either? Why in this way? Why show this
aspect of "our" hero. {I know you have other neroes f )

Nor am I surprised that the French version kept a scene that could be
read as sexist - in fact it has made certain things more "sexist", and
blatantly so! (Thinking of "Actarus and Venusia" as opposed to
"Daisuke and Hikaru" .,. ask Gerdha about this when she gets backl
TI
Again, I lack time to enter thís discussion properly, but it's certainly
worth thinking about ...

*frustrationt tr
--Message edite par agnès le 2004-07-18 L7:t4:06--

Live long and prosper .,.

t] Posté fe 1s/07 12004 Lt:72:23

Ok I agree Agnes, we may dísagree; but before I condemnan an
action I try and find reasons for it, and if the reason doesn't justify
the action then I may "condemn" it as you say. Even condemnatíon
isn't the right word.... I basically try and understand " why" a ceratin
behaviour is done (I wouldn't have started this discussion if I didn't
want to understand why Daisuke's behaviour towards Kerica was
aggressive and inappropriate).
People are different, and depending on how you were brought up
then there are certain things that you will never do, and others that
you will do all the time. It depends on the person's personality,
cultural and religious beliefs, and morality in the end, I am not
denying the presence of grey tones, but the darkness of the grey

luIrr
Réponse :

nès a dit :

is is the kínd of thing we usually disagree about, isn't it? In my
wn experience, w€ often end up doing exactly what we condemned
n others, thus adding shades of grey to our moral sensibilities, At
east, many people do. To some extent it is what makes us human,
his capacity to learn not from other's but our own mistakes
sometimes condernned in others). I don't think that we are always
n control either .. .

know we disagree on this, Suzi, but it would be hypocritical for me
o say something else. You are the idealist of this forum, after all, is
e found out a while aqo [-|
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varies from person to another; not everyone ends up doing what
one's sees wrong in someone else's behaviour, andsome do even
worse,

Réponse :

nès a dit :

merrcan cartoons have the habit of displacing certain types of
ensíon (racial, gender etc,) from hurnans to animals - yet the
umour of many American caftoons relies on the fatlure of a

articular (animal) character and the violence done to it. This of
urse, is another discussion, but ìn my opinion Grendizer is rnore

onest about our darker impulses than your regular Arnerican
artoon. {Although this is no longer true fOr newer "animated
tories" like the X-men or Batman ...)t\citJ

hat, I agree with because I was referring to the newer American
aftoons as you indicated.

citlAgnès a dit :

is is hard, Suzi. I don't know. I assumed that Kirika came from a
ulture in which she was used to being dorninated, and that Duke
leed knew that establishing hrs position as dominant would shock
er listening or "reason". It certainly looks tike that a little.

he does think, in the French version, that Daisuke is the man who
aved her. so she must consider his action as "positive"

Agnes, if these capsules were really tranquilizers or sedatives, don't
you think that it would have been more apprpriate if they were given
by Dr Umon? He even offered them without a glass of water, how
often do you swallow capsules or tablets dry without water? Why
Daisuke present them to her with an angry look? If you are trying to
help someone you ceratinly should have a more friendly attitude.
I am not sure about thÍs dominating culture you are referring too. I
think Kerica comes from the same culture as Lady Gandal, and if you
ask me Lady Gandal dominates others and is hardly "dominated"
except of course in the last episode.

Besides, Daisuke saved her from what Agnes?????????????
Maria injured her with her laser gun to stop her from attacking her
brother. I recall that she also thought that he saved her in the arabic
version but until today I don't understabd who saved who and from
what exactly? For not leaving her to freeze in the snow, I suppose?

As I said I can't understand this episode or its necessity in the
storyline of the series, And until I get mcre ideas...well

About "Feminisrn", Dantus explained what I wanted to say.

--Message edité par suzi Ie 2004-07'19 11:29:03--

"Nothing in life is to be feared, It is only to be understood."...,....Marie Curie
"Patience achieves rnore than strength or fury"..,.La Fontaine

I Poste le 19/O 7 12A04 13:48:38 uunlr
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Réponse :
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k I agree Agnes, we may disagree; but before I condernnan an
ction I try and find reasons for it, and if the reason doesn't justify
e action then I may "cendemrì" it as you say. Even condemnation

sn't the right word..., f basícally try and understand "why" a ceratin
haviour is done (I wouldn't have started this discussion if I didn't

ant to understand why Daisuke's behaviour towards Kerica was
ggressive and inappropriate).

ple are different, and depending on how you were brought up
hen there are certain things that you will never do, and others that
ou will do all the time. It depends on the person's personalíty,
ultural and religious beliefs, and morality in the end. I arn not
enying the presence of grey tones, but the darkness of the grey
aries from person lo another; not everyone ends up doing what
ne's sees wrong in someone else's behaviourf andsome do even
orse.

In general. I agree with what you say/ Suzi, I have always done, but
I would like to take up some of the points you made, for the sake of
díscussion, of course [, but also because I think that we consistently
misunderstand each other in these klnds of discussion.

I don't want to generalise things, Suzi, but I don't believe that people
are always led by better motives or that they follow their moral
values all the time. I'm not saying they never do, just that there
might be situations in which they might not be able to control theír
behaviour or in which they might choose to disregard the moral
values that usually shape their lives. You are right, this is influenced
by culture and context, but neither culture nor context are
homogenous. They might have homogenising and normative
functions, but norms are always negotiated between individuals and
other people, and sometimes even themselves.

And this, for me is the crucíal element here: I don't believe that our
characters or identities are "fixed" and I think that we often have to
struggle with ourselves to be the person we want to be. And
sometímes we don't manage to be this person. That is one way of
looking at Daisuke's actions in this episode. I hope that this makes
more sense, Suzi,

This being said, we are still left with a problem of interpretation in
this instance. How does DF's reaction make sense? Indeed, we are
confronted with a behaviour ín our "hero" which is, as you say,
inappropriate and hard to understand. This leaves two choices:

a) we reject the whole scene/episode as a strange mistake
made by the people in charge of the project, scripts and
storylines.Considering the quality of the episode, and who worked
on it, I find this hard to believe. Just my opiníon, of course.

But this would also mean rejecting the elements of the character that
we don't líke or disagree wíth. If Duke Fleed were a "real" person, he
would have right to his own self, and canceling out part of his
personality because we don't like it would be perceived as "not
right". This is true also of literary or fictíonal characters. I think,
because one of the main purposes of fictisn is to confront us with
situations in which we cannot react coolly, according to our "usual"
values, but are forced to make the effort of understanding where
another person (fictional or real) might be coming from. I think that
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we all agree that this is what this discussion is about - as you said,
Suzi, you started this discussion because you want to "understand,,.

b) we accept it as an element that is part of a larger €oncept
and that shows another side of the hero's character. In a way,
this scene, its apparent paradoxes, forces us to confront our
views and opinions we had formed of our hero up to this
point,

This is one of the reasons that prevents me from dismissing the
scene or saying that it's just a freak episode. The fact that we do not
always understand DF's behaviour, and in this case may be shocked
by it, often makes him a more interesting (or "deeper") character.

Again, we may try to find answers, and there are different elements
we can look at. I'd like to suggest a few (in Part 2 of this messageIr
Live long and prosper ...

I Poste le 1 glAZ l2a}4 L4:47 :14 ulrnl
I agree that it is hard to see the necessity for this scene at the level
of storytelling. Yet when you consider the episode in its entirety it is
really rather interesting.

To start with, there is no way Duke Fleed or any of his friends can
consider Kirika a "helpless woman". Before she tells them, just
before dying, they know nothing about her background, her brother,
her fate, etc. We perceive her as "decent" because the story allowed
us to see some of her doubts and dilemmas, the promise she made
to her brother, the way she is manipulated by King Vega.

This ís not the case for Duke Fleed. On the contrary, for him, she is
primarily an enemyr a woman who has frozen parts of the landscape,
and thereby killed quite a lot of living beings (we only see animals
die, but we can ímagine that peCIple in the area might have suffered
the same fate.) The point is, really, that Kirika went through with her
experiment regardless of human or any other form of life.

She attacks and tries to kill Duke Fleed and Maria. She certainly does
not have any scruples about ending other people's lives, Yet Duke,
María and their friends take her home, they don't leave her to die in
the freezing cold she herself has created, but offer her a bed and a
place to stay. This is rather generous, don't you think? And perhaps a
way of "saving" or sparing her. They did not have to let her live, and
Kirika is aware of this, She was shown more clemency than she
expected, and perhaps would have shown herself.

So yes, I can understand why she would have felt she was "saved"
by Daísuke, whom she doesn't recognise as Duke Fleed until Maria
tells her (FV). She lost consciousness in a very dangerous situation,
and awakes in a bed surrounded by people who seem to care about
whether she lives or dies.

In many ways, this reflects and reinforces Duke Fleed's ethical
attitudes and the values that set him apart throughout the anime. No
matter how tough the battle is, he is always able to feel compassion
and respect for his enemíes. This is the Daisuke we know and love.

hftp: I 129843. aceboa rd . n eUp -298É;3- 1 2 39€ 1 1 4{.. htm 24rc7tM



Explanation required! - Forum Goldorak

Looked at in connection with the rest
to be particularly striking. First of all,
Fleed and Kirika is articulated around

Pagina 15 di 17

of the episode, two things seem
the struggle between Duke
violence and power.

We are given what we expected of the character, the narratíve, all
the patterns we have come to rely on are nicely replayed, only to be
removed rather shockingly a second later. Duke Fleed behaves in a
way that we don't recognise as part of his character.

The effect is rather striking (in fact it is a bit like a slap in the face
f ) anO forces us to re-evaluate the character of Daisuke, to think
back, perhaps, and see whether we can find any other situations that
might support this "new" element. Thinking about it, we did (Koji,
Hikaru, as argued previously.) This still seems to be the most
gratuitously violent of all these situations, but it is by no means
compfetely isolated. Again, we are invited to try and make sense of
thís character and some of his "not so nice" sides,

Kírika tries to kill him, in part because she believes that this will allow
her to create a new planet where people will live in peace.
(Interesting this, because it shows that good (peace for everybody)
and honourable (keeping a promise made to a dying brother)
motivations may sometimes lead to evil actions. Duke Fleed in turn
"rescues" her and slaps her, ostentatiously to stop her from
panicking or to make her take the medication.

The balance of power has shifted between them, and it shifts again
when Duke Fleed is taken prisoner by a Kirika bent on killing him.
The conflict, and the vicious cycle of violence between them is
resolved with the intervention of Maria, and her appeal to brotherly
love. Love and loss are things they can both relate to, and this allows
Kirika to see the similarities as well as the distance that separates
them.

Perhaps we could read it like this: there is a real struggle between
two basicafly decent but fallible individuals, and what is at stake, on
the metaphorical level, is an idea, a realisation about what war and
dictatorship does to people, the ways in which violence perverts and
corrupts even the most honourable people. On the other hand, it
establishes love and respect of others as the mending power in
situations where all seems lost.

And this, I think, is also the explanation for Duke Fleed's "fury" at the
end of the episode. Kírika's death embodies the consequences of war
and violence, the fact that once the vicious circle of war and violence
has started there will be victims.

In conclusion, one might say that the characters were used in the
service of "a greater cause", and that the aim of the episode is to
pass on a moral message by drawing on the flaws of characters we
are meant to identify with and admire (one of which we have been
encouraged to identify with for 62 episodes).

nesr if these capsules were really tranquilizers or sedatives, don't
ou think that it would have been more apprpriate if they were give

Dr Urnon? He even offered them without a glass of water, how
ften do you swallow capsules or tablets dry without water? Why

isuke present them to her with an angry look? If you are trying to

Réponse :
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I don't know about the pills, but I think some of what I said above
might explain some of this. The episode is built around two couples
of siblings, one which was separated and reunited as by miracle, and
another that was recently separated at the beginning of the story and
reunited in death at the end. I suppose that the struggle between
Duke Fleed and Kirika is meant to highlight this contrast, the ways in

which one can be "reunited" and the gratitude we should feel for
every minute we can spend with our loved ones'

Considering the way in which the story is told, one has to wonder
whether the story is about characters or an idea,

Réponse :

am not sure about this dominating culture you are referring too. I
hink Kerica comes from the same culture as Lady Gandal, and if
ou ask me Lady Gandal dominates others and is hardly

'dominated" except of course in the last episode.

Vegan society is highly hierarchical, no?

Réponse :

sides, Daisuke saved her from what Agnes????????????7
aria injured her with her laser gun to stop her from attacking her
rother. I recall that she also thought that he saved her in the arabi
ersion but until today I don't understabd who saved who and frorn
hat exactlv? For not leavinq her to freeze in the snQW, I suppose?

Well, ves, Suzi. I suppose so. Kirika doesn't know who Daisuke
urìtil Maria tells her, So she was saved frorn freezing to death.

{s

Dantus
Messages postes ; 203

jJ Dairtus

Live long and prosper ,..

t] Poste le 1s/o7/2004 22:42:52

I think that there must be two ways to explain this s

behaviour and the whole incoherence of the episode.

First it's is a volunteer choice by scenarist to make an episode that is
less manichean. Don't forget that Grendizer's cartoon was much
more designed for an occidental public than others Go Nagai's
cartoons. Don't forget that that Grendizer's manga is much darker
than the cartoon. I think it may be seen as a return of an asian ying-
yang way of thinking where good and evil are mixed.

On a second way, it might be seen with a more character oriented
view but you've got to admit that it's quite difficult to understand at
first sight ! Think about it, did you understand it when you've seen it
the first time ?
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Sujet: Explanation reguired!

t] Posté le 2olo 7 l2aa4 o3:20;o2

unique Inrpressive analysis Agn€s, I understand
story is about the contrast of 2 brother+
sure about this "capsule" bit.

planation
uired!

f *otification par email I [J Prévenrr ies modérateurs

Bas

T
like what you said that the
sister couples. I am still not

T

Kerica woke up from deep sleep, a kind of coma, I would say, people
like that are not usually given sedatives straightaway. Besides why
send Dr Umon, Koji and Hikaru out of the room before giving them to
her? Where was Daisuke keepíng them, in his pocket, I suppose?
ActualÍy these capsules were not given to alleviate her panic,
because her panic could be have been easily alleviated by
reassurance and comforting which isn't hard to do.
These capsufes were gíven to send her back to sleep so that he and
Koji would have more tíme to investigate the frozen village and look
for her hidden ship searching for clues without her interrupting them.
it is not a gesture of kindness, and she had every right to refuse
takíng them; he forced her to take them in a pathetic way. I may
understand his reasons for doing such a thing but I don't support it,
in other words I "condemn" his behaviour.
You said that they knew nothing about her before she told them in
the end....but I thought that she was speaking while urrconscious and
that ís how Maria knew that she was called Kerica.
I am sure they were not completely in the dark about other things.
They may have not known that she had a brother, but they certainly
knew other things.
Yes, he didn't leave her to freeze in the cold but he also saved Gauss
from the rÍver, so ít is not something new for him to do.

One last thing, that halfucínogenic state that Kerica was in the end,
what was its cause? Why did it happen at that particular time, and
everyone just watched her fall into Zum Zum beams without any
attempt to "physically" stop her? You see what I mean by "savíng
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who and from what exactly". Yes, she was saved from the freezíng
cold, but not from the Vegan monster. Wouldn't it have been more
appropriate if either Maria or Hikaru took her inside one of their
spacers, and even back to the Centre when she got wounded? In
many episodes e.g. ep 57 not all the team is needed in combat, so
one less member really wouldn't have been a problem, they weren't
doing much anyway.
The guilt they felt towards her tragic death, as each of them was
responsíble particularly Maria who left her injured and alone beside
her ship, was the cause of the fury in their revenge from the
monster. If you really want to know who is really responsible for
Kerica's death, then you don't really need to wonder too much, It is
very obvious! Maria took the responsibilty of looking after her when
she got injured, while Hikaru excused herself to join the fight. Yet our
lovely Fleedian princess foolishly left her critÍcally injured alone by
her ship; how appropriate is that from our caring sympathetic
princess?

I guess that explains the deep sadness she felt at Kerica's death and
funeral, simply because she was feeling terribly guilty and more or
less responsible.

But really, what a "saving"?

In the end I am not surprised by Maria's behaviour because she did
an even more foolish thing to her grandfather which lead to his
death. She simply didn't even think about calling an ambulance or
take him to hospital for treatment of his severe head injury. Even
when Koji hit the house of the baby in ep 65, all what she cared
about was that the baby would survive but didn't care about the
handicap that he might suffer as a result of such injury.

--Message edité par suzi le 2004-07-20 O8:07;23--

"Nothing in life is to be feared. lt is only to be understood."......,.Marie Curie
"Patience achieves more than strength or fury"...,La Fontaine
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Réponse :

antus a dit :

n a second way, it rnight be seen with a more character oriented
iew but you've got to adrnit that it's guite difficult to understand at
rst sight lThink about it, did you understand it when you've seen it
he first tirne ?

ulInI

Well, I have to admit that it had me puzzled for a while (still does, in
a way). But thanks to this forum, things always make more sense ín
the end.

Have you noticed that the episodes that keep us wondering often
seem to be "Araki episodes"? 25,72 ...
I've been thinking about this, and my "newest" conclusion is that
these episodes work as "allegories". The Merriam Webster Online
Dictionary.defines allegory as

"1 : the expression by means of symbolic fíctional figures and actions
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Live long and prosper ..,

I Posre te 2o/oz lzao4 o9:13:48
Interesting considerations, Suzi.
too, though perhaps not with the

Pagina 3 di24

of truths or generalizations about human existence; also : an
instance (as in a story or painting) of such expression
2 : a symbolic representation : EMBLEM"

This seems to be an accurate description of what happens in Araki
episodes: they all seem to be about sornething else, beyond the
characters and storylines, they all carry messages and an
unspeakable sadness about the terrible wastes of war. And they keep
puzzling us, because the allegory and the visual symbolism don't
allow us to come to a common conclusion ...

Rather special, don't you think?

--Message edité par agnes le 2AA4-Q7-2A 08:23:14--

u[[In
I have wondered about some of this
sarne kind of medical knowledge. f

It is possible that they gave Kirika the capsules because they wanted
time to investigate her ship and its technology, as you suggest. That
ís fair enough, I suppose. It doesn't necessarily mean that the
capsules were harmful and not meant to help her. It might also
provide yet another explanation for Daisuke's behaviour: Kiríka's
invention is obviously some kind of prototype (they've never
encountered that before) and the Vegans will obviously want to get it
back. So there was not much time, I suppose, and Kirika was still a
danger.

Interestingly, she is not treated as a prisoner of war. She is not
locked up in a cell, and I do think that the people at the centre
genuínely want her to survive. She does speak in her sleep, but I
expect that the information they could get of her that way would be
incomplete and confused. I suppose they could probably see that she
is a tortured person struggling with a moral dilemma of her own.
Perhaps that is the reason they did not lock her up, I am speculating
a lot, I know, but this seems to be their basic approach in "dealing
with visiting aliens": win their trust through decency, and they'll
come round in the enA. f]
As for her hallucinations at the end, I had always assumed that they
were due to her ínjuries. She is given pills, and as you point out, the
reason and manner of this is open to ínterpretation, but there are no
other elements that support the view that the pills she was given
were anything other than sleeping pílls. They don't seem to be
torturing her, nor do they give her anything to find out about opening
the door of her craft.

They try to use persuasion, but it interestingly doesn't work. The only
time Kirika does as she is told is when Daisuke uses violence to make
her do so. It is her reaction that I find interesting: she just gives in.
She doesn't fight back, she doesn't protest, she doesn,t try to spit
out these tablets given to her by an alien race that she can't trust,
She just acknowledges the apparent superiority other and obeys, as
if she was used to this, as if this was the only form of interaction she
knew outside her loving relationship with her brother. you see, it
seems to me that Kirika is just used to obey when confronted with
somebody in a more powerful position. Her reaction looks as if it was
the only reaction she has been conditioned to have.
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And it seems to me that Duke Fleed enters this logic of violence
knowingly and purposely, The puzzling thing about what he does
here, is that it doesn't seem to happen out of anger, or loss of
control, that he doesn't lose his cool, but that he uses her code,
speaks "her language" if you like, because it is the only language she
is abfe to understand at that stage. (the language of violence and
impermeable hierarchies).

Subsequently, they try to teach her another language (that of love
and respect), but it takes Maria's intervention and compassion for
Kirika to finally realise this. Indeed, as soon as she feels herself in a
positíon of power, all her submissiveness disappears, and she is
ready to use her position of power quite ruthlessly.

Except that she has been "ínfected" by her interaction wíth thís new
kind of people, and she hesitates. You could say that she is learning
a "rìew language" or an alternative form of social interaction ín which
the power of individual is less important than the relationships of
respect between individuals.

I am not sure that this makes sense, Suzi, or that I have articulated
my impressions correctly, but it seems interesting to me that
throughout the narrative, Kirika is given freedom to choose, to think
what she wants and do what she wants. There are no physícal limits
to her freedom. The only time she is not allowed to decide for herself
is the moment she is given the pills. In this instance, Daisuke seems
to act completely out of character. He uses violence, but apparently
he does thought without much anger. Other than that, he leaves
Kirika to free to act, but also free to make up or change her own
mind. Don't you think that this is the puzzling part?

I have many interpretations for this little instance, as you can see.

As for your discussion of Kirika's death and the other character's
guílt, it is possible of course, to see it that way. I am quite sure that
they feel some guilt. But then agaín, I am not sure that they can be
condemned quite so easily. To the end, they gave Kirika the freedom
to choose. She knew that if she wanted this, she had made new
fríends who would offer her a new life. It was her choice to enter the
battle, though I agree with you that she was suffering from
hallucinations, and that these influenced her decision to enter the
battle. In a sense, you could say also that her own obsessions led to
her death, just as they had led her to cause the death of other
beings by trying out her new invention.

Perhaps the other characters ought to have stayed with her. But then
they were involved in a dangerous battle, and they might have
thought that their contribution to this battle was essential. I suppose
it is a matter of prioritising, if I can say this crassly. So, can they be
seen as "guilty" of Kirika's death? Perhaps, to some extent. But
certaínly not directly.

You know, I think that here again the allegorical subtext is given
precedence over chara€ter and story. Opposing the discources of
power and oppression, we have the discources of love/respect and
free choice. Freedom of choice, respect for others involve a kind of
responsibility towards oneself and others which is absent from more
dictatorial systems of human interaction.

Freedom and respect outside strict híerarchical structures is
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something that is not easy, but that we can learn, and in the end,
the whole episode can perhaps be read as that: a discussion of the
necessity and the difficulties of shifting from a highly hierarchical
society to a form of society in which your place in the hierarchy is
less important than the way you behave towards other people. As a
difemma, this might perhaps have been especially to Japanese
society in the 1970s.

Hmmm ,.. I hope this makes some kind of senset fl

r
n

David
Messages postés : 348
Métamorphose!

J Davrd

Dantus
Messages postés : 203

_J Dantus

Dantus
Messages postés : 203

J Dantus

Suzi
Messages postés : 268

Live long and prosper...

f Posté le 20/0 7 12004 1 5:31 : 15

Le retour des bons vieux MM

rnlt]
("Monstrogoth Messages" pour les no

I Posté E 2a/o7l2o}4 22:30:46

Not exactly, I don't think that Grendizer is so "ying-yang" oriented,
it's more manichean but this episode seems to be an exception. In
this episode (like some others but not the majority) at the end we
can't consider Kerida (at least with the french dialogue, but that
seems weird !) as a deeply bad character and we can't consider Duke
Fleed as a perfect hero !

But most of Grendizer's epísodes are like "les inconnus"' sketch : "Je
suis le méchant et je veux tuer la gentille ah ah ah !"

Traitre de Minos !

n Posre tezo/o7lzao4 zz:31:32

IUrlu

Ah moi des qu'on evoque le monstrogoth t]
Traitre de tt4inos !

t] Posté le 2 L/07 /2004 !O:47 :27 rlr rr

Réponse i
nès a dit :

nteresting. Woutd you consider that for things to be well, the yíng
nd the yang must balance each other out. If one or the other
comes too influential, the result is chaos, as is the case in this
isode. Is that how vou would understand this?

lrrrr
Réponse i

vid a dit :

e retour des bons vieux MM ("Monstrogoth Messages" pour les non

nitiés)....
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I am not an alien but I am unique CitatiOn i
- I sti:i nès a dit:

t is possible that they gave Kirika the capsules because they
anted time to investigate her ship and its technology, ES you
uggest. That is fair enough, I suppose. tt doesn't necessarily mean
hat the caosules were harmful and not meant to heln her

Pagina 6 d,24

If there is no real indication for them, then they are really useless,
and frequent use usually leads to dependence and addiction. This is
not the case in Kerica's situation but I really doubt that Kerica really
needed them in the first place particulary after waking up from a
coma. The way they were offered by Daisuke wasn't the kind of
"helpful", it was a demand. How can they "help" her? She wasn't
aggressive or agitated, she was only scared, I guess anyone in her
shoes would be afraid, no?

Citation :

nès a dit:
t might also provide yet anCIther explanation for Daisuke's

haviour: Kirika's invention is obviously some kind of prototype
they've never encountered that before) and the Vegans will
bviously want to get it back. So there was not much time, I

ose/ and Kirika was still a danger.

To my understanding Agnes, the freezing beams were also used by
the Vegan saucer monster of ep 12, so these freezing beams are not
a "prototype". I believe that Kerica and her brother worked on
further development of existing technology to make it more powerful
and able to freeze planets not only small things.
Vega had already implemented the newly improved technology that
Keríca devised in Zum Zum the Vega- Ju, so really Vega wouldn't
need to retrieve anything quickly, he onfy wanted Grendizer and DF
annhilated,
Kerica was weak, and frightened so what exact danger did she pose?
Friendly approach could have won her trust, if the chatcters
introduced themselves appropriately like what they did to Mineo,
because she would discover that Daisuke and Maria were brother and
sister and would mellow.

Citation :

nès a dit:
nterestingly, she is not treated as a prisoner of war. She is not
ocked up in a cell, and I do think that the people at the centre
enuinely want her to survive. She does speak in her sleep, bul I
xpect that the information they could get of her that way would be

ncornplete and confused. I suppose they could probably see that
he is a tortured person struggling with a moral dilemma of her own.
erhaps that is the reason they did not lock her up. I am speculating
lot, I know, but this seems to be their basic approach in "dealing
ith visiting aliens": win their trust through decency, and they'll

orne round in the end.

They never locked up any visiting or captured aliens, Agnes, and yes
I agree that this is their strategy. It was never their strategy to hit
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them unnecessarily either!

Apparently Kerica was vulnerable to have hallucinations from the
slíghtest thing looks of it, as not everyone talks so much during their
sleep. It is not usual for someone to hallucinate or become delirious
from an injury unless it is badly infected (and there wasn't enough
time for her to brew an infection), had a head injury {which she
didn't) or has lost a lot of blood or fluid that her brain has become
affected (I am not sure that that has happened either).
And yes, Agnes, sedatives or sleeping pills as you call them can
cause hallucinations in some individuals.
Here is a list of the side effects of some commonly used sedatíves:
1- Diazepam (Commercially known as Valium)l
Diazepam is a benzodiazepine with CNS depressanf properties and a
somewhat flatter dose-response slope than the sedative-hypnotíc
drugs.fMetabalism studies in animals and man have indícated that
oral diazepam is rapidly absorbed frcm the gastrointestinal tract.
Peak blood levels are reached within 7-2 hours after administratian.
The acute half-life is 6-8 hours with a slower decline thereafter,
possibly due to tissue storage.
Adverse Effects
The mast common adverse effects reported are drowsiness and
ataxia. Other reactions noted less frequently are fatigue, dizziness,
nauseaì b[urred vísion, diplopia, vertiEot headache, slurred speech,
tremorst hypoactiviA, dysarthría, euphoria, impairment of memoryî
confusion, depression, incontinence or urinary retention,
canstipation, skín rash, generalized exfoliative dermatítis,
hypotension, changes in libído.
The more serious adverse reactions accasionally reported are
Ieukopenia, jaundice, hypersensitiviA and paradoxical reactions.

Paradoxical reactions such as hyperexcited states, artxieti,
excitement, hallucinations, increased muscle spasticirv, insorttnra,
!'age, as well as sleep disturhances and stimulation, have been
teported; should these occur, the drug should be discontínued,

Minor changes in EEG pattems have been observed in patients on
diazepam therapy. These changes consist of low to moderate voltage
fast activity, 20 to 3a cycles/second and are of no known
significance.

2- Lorazepam (also known as Ativan)
Lorazepam is a benzodiazepíne wíth CNS depressant, anxiolytic and
sedative properties. Peak serum concentratîons of free lorazepam
after oral administration are reached in 7 to 6 hours. Peak
concentrations are reached in 60 to 90 minutes after i.m.
administration and in 60 minutes after sublingual administration. The
serum half-life of lorazepam is approxímately 12 to 15 hours while
the half-life of the conjugate is 16 to 2A hours. Ninety-five percent of

Citation :
nès a dit:
for her hallucinations at the end, I had always assumed that they

ere due to her injuries, She is given pills, and as you point out, the
eason and rnanner of this is open to interpretation, but there are no
ther elements that support the view that the pills she was given
ere anything other than sleeping pills. They don't seem to be

orturing her, nor do they give her anything to find out about
ninq the door of her craft.
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the drug was excreted withín 720 hours, 88a/o in the urine and 6.60/o
in the stoot.
Adverse Effects
Drowsiness is the most frequently reported adverse effect. Other
reported adverse effects are dizzíness, weakness, fatigue and
lethargy, disorientation, ataxia, anteragrade amnesia, naLlseal
change in appetite, change in weight, depression, blurred vision and
diplopia, psychomotor agitation, sleep disturbance, vomiting, sexual
disturbance, headache, skin rashes, gastrointestinal, ear, nose and
th roa t, m u sc u I os ke I eta I a nd re s p i ra to ry d i stu rbances.
Release of hostility and ather paradoxical effects, such as irritability
and excitabilíty have occurred with benzodiazepines. In addition,
hypatension, mental cottfusion, slurred speech, oversedation and
abnormai liver and kidney function tests and hematocrit values have
been reported with these drugs.

So as you can see that these medicatíons can cause hallucinations,
and it depends on how they are metabolished in the body, and of
course indivual variabilty comes into account.
By the way, I tried to simplify medical terminology, if however you
finad any jargon that you would like clarification for please don't
hesitate to ask.
Whereas Valium is more commonly used than Ativan, and it comes in
both tablet and capsule forms, Ativan comes in tablets that melt
under the tongue so you don't need to swallow it with water, that is
why I included it in my differential.l/i]

Citation :

nès a dit :

ey try to use persuasion/ but it interestingly doesn't work. The
nly time Kirika does as she is told is when Daisuke uses violence to
ake her do so. It is her reaction that I find interesting: she just

ives in. She doesn't fight back, she doesn't protest, she doesn't try
o spit out these tablets given to her by an alien race that she can't
rust. She lust acknowledges the apparent superiority other and
beys, as if she was used to this, as if this was the only form of

nteraction she knew outside her loving relationship with her
rother. You see, it seems to rne that Kirika is just used to obey
hen confronted with somebody in a more powerful position. Her

eaction looks as if it was the only reaction she has been conditioned
o have.

If you were in her shoes and someone assaulted you like that while
you are still recovering, and is still shocked by what happened to
you, would you fight back and risk further assault?
And what if these tablets melted already in your mouth, they would
be instantly absorbed. I don't think that she was conditioned to be
overpowered and physically assaulted to obey.

Citation i
nès a dit :

d it seems to me that Duke Fleed enters this logic of violence
nowingly and purposely. The puzzling thing about what he does
ere, is that it doesn't seem to happen out of angerr or loss of
ontrol, that he doesn't lose his cool, bul that he uses hgr code,
peaks "her language" if you like, because it is the only language
he is able to understand at that stage. (the language of violence
nd impermeabfe hierarchies
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Agnes, if you look at the visual effects you would notice that Daísuke
had a threatening look on his face from the minute he sent everyone
out which has gradually changed into a hateful angry look, so how
can you say that he didn't lose his cool. He was ok prior to sending
them out of the room. I don't think that this is the "only" language
that Kerica understands.

Citation I

gnès a dit :

ubsequ€ntly, they try to teach her another language (that of love
nd respect), but it takes Maria's intervention and compassion for
irika to finally realise this. Indeed, as soon as she feels herself in a
sition of power, all her submissiveness disappears, and she is

eadv to use her position of nower quite ruthlessl

Woutdn't anyone who has been unfairly assaulted do the same?

Citation :

nès a dit :

xcept that she has been "infected" by her interaction wíth this new
ind of people, and she hesitates. You could say that she is learning
"new language" or an alternative form of social interaction in
hich the power of individual is less important than the relationships
f respect between individuals.

am not sure that this makes sense, Suzi, or that I have articulated
ny impressions correctly, but it seems interesting to me that
hroughout the narrative, Kirika is given freedom to choose, to think
hat she wants and do what she wants. There are no physical lirnits

o her freedom, The only tirne she is not allowed to decide for
erself is the moment she is given the pills. In this instance, Daisuke
eems to act completely out of character, He uses violence, but
pparently he does thought without much anger. Qther than that, h

eaves Kirika to free te act, but also free to make up or change her
wn mind. Don't you think that this is the puzzlinq part?

I disagree with you on that because Kerica wasn't given any choice.
She was forced to take the capsules, threatened and dragged by
Maria and Hikaru to unlock the door of her ship, and was
manipulated into making a decision about whether to kill DF or not.
Even the shooting of the beam from her ríng wasn't really hers. The
only decision she willingly made was to board her ship while
hallucinating.

nès a dit :

for your dlscusston of Kirika's deaih and the oiher chai'acter's
uilt, it is possible of course, to see it that way. I am quite sure that
hey feel some guitt. But then agaifl, I am not sure that they can be
ondemned quite so easily. To the end, they gave Kirika the freedo
o choose. She knew that if she wanted this, she had made new
iends who would offer her a new life, It was her choice to enter the
ttle, though I agree wíth you that she was suffering from

allucinations, and that these influenced her decision to enter the

Citation :
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Dantus
Messages postés : 203

jJ Dantus

Pagina 10 di24

ttle. In a sense, you could say also that her own obsessions led to
er death, just as they had led her to cause the death of other

ings by trying out her new invention,

I arn not "condernning" them, I am simpfy highlighting some
overlooked facts. Directly or indirectly, intentionally or
unintentionally, they were responsible for her death.

I think I have written a long enough MM so I will stop now as I have
been in front of this screen for almost an hour now!

--Message edité par suzi le 20O4-07-Zt 13:11:30--

"Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood."........Marie Curie
"Patience achieves more than strength or fury"....La Fontaine

tl Posté te 2L /0712004 23:25:15
Agnès and Suzy, i am deeply irnpressed by the
pertinence af your analysis. You must be highly
psychology for giving us such an excellent work

--Message edité par dantus le 2004-A7-ZL 23:30:49--

Traitre de Minos I

n Posté le 22/A7 l2AA4 01:40:29

Vega inc shall employ you in order to dismount the "perfect hero"'s
picture Duke Fleed wanted to give on earth ! Your work would be
strongly appreciated by Vega himself. Suzi I won't ask you to give a
better picture of Rubina of course, but will you appreciate to be the
principal impressario of our science minister Zurill ? I know you
appreciate him, and I'm sure he'll appreciate you I

And for you Agnès I thought about Gandal which has also a complex
two-sided personnality (in fact it's more visible for him/frer I ) . He
strongly need to give a better picture of him to every one on earth !

PS : Perhaps i'llleed an impressario myself, or rnaybe a good
psychanalist I I

Suzi
Messages postés : 268
I am not an alien but I arn unique

_d srtzi

uuI[tr

erhaps the other characters ought to have stayed with her. But
hen they were involved in a dangerous battle, and they might have
hought that their contribution to this battfe was essential. I suppose
t is a matter of prioritising, if I can say this crassly. So, can they be
een as "guilty" of Kirika's death? PerhBPS, to some extent, But
ertainlv not directl

rTITT
precision and the
degreed in
7

Réponse :
antus a dit :

nès and Suzy, iam deeply impressed by the precision and the
ertinence of your analysis. You must be highly degreed in
sychology for giving us such an excellent work ?

..... Suzi I won't ask you to give a better picture of Rubina of course,
ut will you appreciate to be the principal impressario of our science
inister Zvrill ? I know you appreciate him, and I'm sure he'll

ppreciate you !

: Perhaps i'll need an impressario myself, or maybe a good

chanarist I
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Agnès
Messages postés : 95
I'm stitl an alienl : -)

jJ Agnés

Agnès
Messages postés : 95
I'm stilf an alienl :-)

..1 Agnès

Pagina 11 di24

Thanks for the complement Dantus, and yes I do have a degree that
is much higher than just "psychology". In fact psychology was a
small part of that degree, but it is not the degree that gave me this
insight, it is the life and work experience that did. For real life
teaches more than a million books, and if you know how to apply
your knowledge correctly, you reap your rewards.
I work with people and for people, from womb to tomb, and I see
them in all situations, sick, happy, distressed, worried, misjudged,
prejudiced, arrogant,confused, angry, abusive, nice, demanding,
alive, dead, etc... And I do meet all kinds of personalities, so that is
how I acquired this "insight" and "psycho-analysis talent" as you may
call it.
Lífe has taught me that there are two sides to each coin and a
usually neglected uninteresting circumferencial surface, i.e, to every
event/story there are different interpretations dependíng on which
síde you are looking at it and whether you notice the mínor details.

Anyway enough of these "wise reflections", and yes I can accept your
offer provided that I don't have to do anything with Rubina.

"Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood."..,..,,.Marie Curie
"Patience achieves rnore than strength or fury"..,.La Fontaine

I Poste te 22fi7 /2004 oB:3G :53

Suzi, thanks for these explanations and considerations. I'll need to
think about some of these before I post a proper reply. (work, work,
work...) Anyway, I hope that youreyes and brain weren't too
exhausted by sitting in front of the screen for over an hour (l). I
know the intensity involved in writing MMslll n
Dantus, thanks for the compliments, I will certainly consider your job
offer... of course, it all depends on the wages you are prepared to
payl fl
Just wait until Gerdha gets back ... you'll then find TCT working at
full power and the amount of words we come up with can be quite
impressive sometimes.

Live long and prosper .,.

tr Posté le Z2/A7 /2004 08:41 :20

T

That is so true, Suzi, and though we don't have the same kind of
degree at all (I), my job requires a certain understanding of the
human psyche as well. Even then, what you need more than any
books, as you say, are open ears, open eyes, an open mind and

ulInI
Réponse :

uzi a dit :

do have a degree that is much higher than lust "psychology". In
act psychotogy was a small part of that degree, but it is not the

ree that gave me this insight, it is the life and work experience
hat did. For real life teaches rnore than a million books, and if you

ow how to apply your knowledge correctly, you reap your
ewards.
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Suzi
Messages postés : 258
I arn not an alien but I arn unique

sornetimes also an open heart. I fVow if that
tCI find a new definition for the conceptl

Live long and prospeÍ .. .

t] Posre te zzlollzoa4lo;52:33

tl Posre te 2z/a7 rzoo4 1B ;22 : 59

Thanks Suzi, for all the medical
possibifities, I think, especially
alien, and that she might react
bogles !).

Pagina 12 di24

isn't clicheed will have

[IluI

r[u
details, which offer some interesting

íf we consider the fact that Kirika is
diflerently all together (the mind

Réponse i

Thanks for your concerns Agnes, I did feel somewhat "drained"
yesterday particularly after a long day of work, but I am 100o/o now.
I truely understand the time you need, and I am happy to wait for
any further input from your side on the matter.

That is very true indeed. In fact we do miss Gerdha in this
discussion, but I am sure that when she returns, she willjoin it and

then everyone will see the TGT again in its full gloryl

Réponse ;

nès a dit :

ven then, what you need more than any booksn as you say, are
pen ears/ open eyes/ an open mind and sometirnes also an open
ea rt.

This is absolutelytrue, and I totally agree. Well expressed, mate,
TI

welt expressedt ll
"Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood."........Marie Curie
"Patience achieves more than strength or fury",...La Fontaine

Agnès
Messages postés : 95
I'm still an alien! :-)

Just a few reactions to some other things you write.

hftptl29%3.aceboard.neUp-29843-1239€114-l.htm 24tO7tU

nès a dit :

uzi, thanks for these explanations and considerations. I'll need to
post a proper reply. (work, work,
eyes and brain weren't too
screen for over an hour (l). I

ink about some of these before I
ork ...) Anyway, I hope that your
xhausted by sitting in front of the now the intensitv involved in writinq MMsl ll

nès a dit :

ust wait until Gerdha gets back... you'll then find TCT working at
fl power and the amount of words we corne up with can be quite

moressive sometimes.
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I do agree that she has all reason to be afraid, and even though she
isn't aggressive, she does come across as agitated. Not entirely
without reason, as you suggest. Do you think that she might also be
"in shock" - not because of the Frght, but because of the realisation of
where she is. How would you treat this usually (in movies people "in
shock" are always given some kind of sedative, but that's movies ...)

Réponse :

o my understanding Agnes, the freezing bearns were also used by
he Vegan saucer moftster of ep L2, so these freezing beams are not
"prototype". I believe that Kerica and her brother worked on
rther development of existing technology to make it more pow€rful

nd able to freeze planets not only small things,
ega had already implemented the newly improved technology that
erica devised in Zum Zum the Vega- Ju, so really Vega wouldn't
eed to retrieve anything quickly, he only wanted Grendizer and DF
nnhilated.

I don't know about this, as it seems presented as something new
(perhaps a new, more effective technology), and King Vega is very
keen on the results of Kirika's research. She does seem to be the
only one who can actually produce this. That seems to be the crucial
point in terms of plot and character interaction. (Brothers & sisters,
King Vega's blackmaíl of Kirika) ... I do agree it's puzzling, but they
do seem to need hq1'.

Anyway, this wouldn't be the first incoherence we have discussed. I

Réponse :

erica was weak, and frightened so what exact danger did she pose
riendly approach could have won her trust, if the chatcters
ntroduced themselves appropriately like what they did to Mineo,

ause she would discover that Daisuke and Maria were brother
nd sister and would mellow,

The troubling thing about this episode is that they do win her trust
this way, despite the initial víolence, don't you think?

Réponse r

uzi a dit :

e way they were oftered by Daisuke wasn't the kind of "helpful", it
as a demand. How can they "help" her? She wasn't aggressive Or

gitated, she was only scared, I guess anyone in her shoes would be
fraid, no?
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parently Kerica was vulnerabte to have hallucinations from the
ightest thing looks of it, as not everyone talks so much during thei
leep. It is not usual for someone to hallucinate or become delirious

rn an inlury unless it is badly infected (and there wasn't enough
ime for her to brew an infection), had a head injury (which she
idn't) or has lost a lot of blood or fluid that her brain has become
ffected (I am not sure that that has happened either).

d yes, Agnes, sedatives or sleeping pills as you call thern can
ause hallucinations in some individuals,

Thanks for that Ínformation, I didn't know about the time frames
involved. Again, I suppose that she could have been even more
affected because the medicine was not adapted to her organism.

Just one question: what about the whole period of time in which she
is perfectly lucid (i.e. before being injured). Could there be such an
interval between the initial effect of the sedative and some of its
adverse effects? Is that what is meant by "peak blood levels"?
(forgive my ignorance, but I am genuinely interested).

f you were
ou are still
ou, would

in her shoes and someone assaulted you
recovering, and is still shocked by what

you fight back and risk further assault?

like that while
happened to

nes, if you look at the visual effects you would notice that Daisuke
ad a threatening look on his face from the minute he sent everyone
ut which has gradualfy changed into a hateful angry look, so how
an you say that he didn't lose his cool. He was ok prior to sending
hem out of the room. I don't think that this is the "orìly" language
hat Kerica understands.

This is a difficult part of our discussion, and I'm afraid that I didn't
express myself very well.

In her situation, and given her background, Kirika might have
expected much worse treatement than a slap in the face, and I think
that she does expect worse. Duke Fleed knows this, and I think that
he exploits him. In fact it is the scene you describe, his gradual shift
from friendly to threatening behaviour that led me to this conclusion.

Réponse :

Citation :

nès a dit :

it seems to me that Duke Fleed enters this togic
f violence knowingly and purposely. The puzzling
hing about what he does here, is that it doesn't seern
o happen out of angerr or loss of control, that he
oesn't lose his cool, but that he uses hef code,
peaks "her language" if you like, because it is the
nly language she is able to understand at that stage.
the language of violence and impermeable
iera rch ies
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The "language" I was referring to is not what we usually think of as

language (sequences of sound producing meaning), but other forms
of codes and behaviours that can produce meaning, like for instance
the "body language" you describe in Duke.

He is not usually this way, and he seems to do this consciously, to
communicate certain things to Kirika ("Now, just don't forget the kind
of position you are in") and obtain a certain effect (submission? fear?
the time to go and explore her craft???)

In fact, his behaviour (body language, etc.) towards Kirika is similar
to that of King Vega at that moment. That is what made me think he

was drawing on bgf cultural codes, or as I put it earlier using "the
language of violence and impermeable hierarchies".

i hope this makes more sense, Suzi.

Was she really assaulted this unfairly? She is the one who stafted the
cycle of violence, and though I personally think that violence should
not be used or perpetuated, the people whom she tried to kill may
feel themselves justified in thinking otherwise.

I don't thínk that this is the case, i.e. I don't think that Duke or María
feel that they are entitle to use violence against her because she
tried to kill them, but I think that Duke does this on purpose and with
a precise goal in mind.

I do think, though, that had she known who Daisuke is, Kirika herself
would have thought him justified in his violence or revenge agaínst
her. Indeed, it might have been more comprehensible to her than his
compassion and "help". Duke Fleed uses this too, I think, which
again suggests that his behaviour here is not "natural" but strategic.

Does this make more sense? For me, thís is one way of explaining his
puzzling behaviour at one specific point in time, Before and after, he
is hís usual self, which leads to your following point.

[quote]Agnès a dit :

Réponse :
uzi a dit:

ouldn't an ne who has been unfairl assaulted do the same?

Citation :

nès a dit :

ubsequently, they try to teach her another language
that of love and respect), but ít takes Maria's
ntervention and compassion for Kirika to finally

alise this, Indeed, as soon as she feels herself in a

osition of power, all her submisslveness disappears,
nd she is ready to use her position of power quite
uthlessl
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Hmm, yes and no. she wasn't allowed to choose whether to take the
medication, for whatever reason (and I still haven't chosen one !!l),
but she is left free to choose whether to trust or distrust these people

who have walked into her life. She was manipulated, yes, by King
Vega, mainly, but Maria and Hikaru just ask her to open her
spaCecraft. They don't lie to her but appeal to her "better self", to the
part of her that is capable of love ín order to save Duke Fleed.

In these circumstances, their behaviour is fair enough. Yes they
"drag" her to the spacecraft and ask her to open it, but that action is
justified, don't you thínk?

What i meant by freedom here is not only "physical" freedom, but
"freedom of thought". They don't tell her what to think or what to do
except when it affects them directly.

Réponse :

am not "condemning" them, I am simply highlighting Some
verlooked facts, Directly or indirectly, intentionally or
nintentionally, they were responsible fOr her death.

I am aware that you are not condemning DF and his friends, Suzi,
though I wouldn't go as far as saying that they are solely responsible
for her death. She was injured but lucid, when Maria left her, and I'm
not sure that they could foresee that Kirika would board the
spacecraft and attack the golgoth, which eventually led to her death.
They may have been "irresponsible". but that doesn't make them
automaticalfy responsible for Kirika's death. Just my own opinion of
course.

Well, I hope some of what I said makes a little more sense. Thanks
again, Suzi, for the rnedical details, and I hope you Wgn't mínd
answering the additional guestions in this message. L-J

Pagina 16 di24

--Message edite par agnès le 2004'O7-22 IB:25:24--

Live long and prosper...

I Poste te zz ío7 / zog4 22 : 2o : 19 T[T[T

t because Kerica wasn't given anY choice.

he was forced to take the capsules, threatened and dragged by
aria and Hikaru to unlock the door of her shiP, ànd was

ranipulateci into making a cjecision about whether to kiil DF or not.
ven the Ehooting of the beam from her ring wasn't really hers' The

nty decision she wiltingly made was to board her ship while
a llucin atin

Réponse l
nès a dit :

hanks Suzi, for all the medical details, which offer some interesting
ssibilities, I think, especially if we consider the fact that Kirika is

lien, and that she might react differently all together (the rnind
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Lust a rew reactions to some other things you write' t
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'=^ 

Irl
I Oo uor"" that she has all reason to be afraid, and even tnough sne I

lisn't 
"éq.essive, 

she does come across as agitated. Not entirely 
I

lwittrout reason, as you suggest. Do you think that she might also be 
I

l"in shock" - not because of the fight, but because of the realisation 
I

lof where she is. How would you treat this usually (in movies People I

l"in shock" are always given some kind of sedative, but that's 
I

lmovies...; Itt
Itt
h aon't know about this, as it seems presented as something new 

I

l(perhaps a new, more effective technology), and King Vega is very 
I

lkeen on the results of Kirika's research. She does seem to be the I

lonty one who can actually produce this. That seems to be the crucial 
I

Point in terms of plot and character interaction. (Brothers & sisters, j

lKing vega's blackmail of Kirika) ... I do agree it's puzzling, but they
ho seem to need her.

I
hnyway, this wouldn't be the first incoherence we have discussed'u
I
I

I
Fhe troubling thing about this episode is that they do win her trust

finis 
waV, despite the initial violence, don't you think?

I
I

I

I
I

hnanrc for that information. I didn't know about the time frames
ftnvolved. Again, I suppose that she could have been even more
laffected because the medicine was not adapted to her organism.
I
pust one question: what about the whole period of time in which she

$s perfectly lucid (i.e. before being injured). Could there be such an
linterval between the initial effect of the sedative and some of its
laduerse effects? Is that what is meant by "peak blood levels"?
llforgive my ignorance, but I am genuinely interested).
I

I

I
I

I

hnir is a clifficult part of our discussion, and I'm afraid that I didn't
lexpress myself very well.

I
[n her situation, and given her background, Kirika might have
lexpected much worse treatement than a slap in the face, and I think
Itnat she does expect worse, Duke Fleed knows this, and I think that
fre expfoits him. In fact it is the scene you describe, his gradual shift
from friendly to threatening behaviour that led me to this
lconclusion. The "language" I was referring to is not what we usually
Itnint oi as language (sequences of sound producing meaning), but
lother forms of codes and behaviours that can produce meaning, like

For instance the "body language" you describe in Duke.
I

lne is not usually this way, and he seems to do this consciously, tg
lcommunicate certain things to Kirika ("Now, just don't Forget the
It<inO of position you are in") and obtain a certain effect (submission?
fear? the time to go and explore her craft???)

I
[n fact, his behaviour (body language, etc.) towards Kirika is similar
[o that of King Vega at that moment. That is what made me think he
fraras drawing on hgr cultural codes, or as I put ít earlier using "the
[anguage of violence and impermeable hierarchies",

I
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hope this makes rnore sense, Suat.

as she really assaulted this unfairly? She is the one who started
e cycie of violence, and though I personally think that violence

hould not be used or perpetuated, the people whom she tried to kill
ay feel thernselves justified in thinking otherwise.

don't think that this is the caser i.e. I don't think that Duke or
use violence against her because
that Duke does this on Purpose and

aria feel that they are entitle to
he tried to kill them, but I think
ith a precise goal in mind.

do think, though, that had she known who Daisuke is, Kiríka
erself would have thought him justified in his violence or revenEe
gainst her. Indeed, it might have been more comprehensible to her
lran his compassion and "help". Duke Fleed uses this too, I think,
vhich again suggests that his behaviour here is not "natural" but
trategic.

es this make more sense? For rne, this is one way of explaining
is puzzling behaviour at one specific point in time. Before and after,
e is his usual self, which leads to your following point.

quotelAgnès a dit ;

ffiffi, yes and no. She wasn't allowed te choose whether to take the
redication, for whatever reason (and I still haven't chosen one llt),
ut she is left free to choose whether to trust or distrust these

ple who have walked into her life. She was manipulated, yes, by

.ing Vega, mainly, but María and Hikaru just ask her to open her
pacecraft. They don't lie to her but appeal to her "better self", to
he part of her that is capable of love in order to save Duke Fteed.

n these circumstancesr their behaviour is fair enough. Yes they
to open it, but that action is'drag" her to the spacecraft and ask her

ustified, don't you think?

hat I meant by freedom here is not only "physical" freedCIm, but
'freedom of thought", They don't tell her what to think or what to do
xcept when it affects thern directly.

am aware that you are not condemning DF and his friends, Suzi,
hough I wouldn't go as far as saying that they are solely
esponsible for her death. She was injured but lucid, when Maria left
er, and I'm not sure that they could froresee that Kirika would boar
he spacecraff and attack the golgoth, which eventually led to her
eath. They may have been "irresponsible", but that doesn't make
hem automatically responsible for Kirika's death. Just my own
pinion of course.

ell, I hope sorne of what I said makes a little more sense. Thanks
I hope you wCIn't mindgain, Suzi, for the medical details, and

nswerin the additional uestions in this messa *.[]

Don't you think that Daisuke/Duke Fleed scorn and hate Kerida for
what she did to him and for what she is : a vegan girl. Mineo wasn't
a vegan girl (her haircut, her round face showed him she wasn't
coming from Vega original planet). But Kirida is a typical vegan girl
with great eyes/ voluminous long hair,elfic ears, a cute face, quite

stim (I'm in tove ,, ff Fll). I think he said to his friends to leave to
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hide himseff because he doesn't want to be seen doing that. His

sister that do not have all the dark remembers of Fleed's destruction
isn,t able to hate so much Kerida. Finally, I don't see it like a typical
male issue but as a hatred towards someone that is on the wrong
side of war !

But what about Duke Fleed's over-reaction at the end then ?

Well I think that just before, Kerida hesited a lot when she was

aiming Duke Fleed and finally decided to surrender even íf she was

able tò kill Maria and Duke Fleed together.Think about it, Koji and
Hiraku, couldn't stop her if they decided so, it's only Maria's arguing
that stopped Kerida. so Duke Fleed saw that even vegan adults can

think by themselves and refuse to obey to King Vega.He already
noticed that young vegans in episode 59 can do so, but before he

had only see deeply convinced vegans. I think that characters like
Lara (Eudix in french), Gauss or Haruk didn't come from King Vega's
planet so they were not so much Ínfluenced by vegan information.
Perhaps that's why Duke Fleed respected them.

I don't pretend that this solution is truth but I thínk that ít makes a
quite coherent explanation of this episode even when considering the
others before and after. And even if I don't forgive Duke Fleed to
have slapped Kerida, I've got a less negative opinion of him.

Now I arn in front of a big problem, if I'm coherent with what I said, I
must consider that King Vega my boss, is the only responsible for
Kerida's death ! That's horrible I

I shall surrender to Duke Fleed then, despite the threat to be slapped
(or punched because a slap for me, from him would be even more
injurious (for my pride, i mean) !) or forced to take hallucinogen
sedative pills without any glass of water I

I wonder what King Vega would say about my desertion ?

--Message ediré par dantus le 2QQ4'O7-22 22:24:34-'

Traitre de I"linos !

I Poste le 2 3107 /2OA4 09:52:02 nnnnn
uníoue Well Agnes, as I am short of time now, I will quickly explain to you

' waht peak values meanr and when I have more time I will address
the rest of your post.

Peak values as you may have concluded is the maxímum amount of
active drug detected in the blood after administration. This of course
takes time and varies with the way the drug is metabolised and how
it is adminstered. Intravenous injections is usually the quickest mode
to deliver a drug and reach peak values faster. Oral is the slowest

and certainly depends on the metabolic pathway whether it it
bypasses the liver or not.
Whereas drug levels maybe detected in the plasma within a few
minutes of adminstratíon, it may take hours to reach peak values.
When the peak value is reached that is when you notice the
maximum desired effects of the drug. Of course the body then tries
to clear the drug and its metabolites and that takes time too.
Side effects are mostly either due to the drug itself or the resultant
metabolites, so there ís no partícular time frame for side effects to
happen. It may happen immediately, or take minutes, hours or days
depending on the drug, the dose, the co-morbidity of the person and
taking the medication and his/her genetic make-up which controls
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the way his/her body metabolises and reacts to the drug, and that is

why some drugs dodn't suit everyone, and not all discovered side

effects happen to everyone taking the medicatíon.
So in Kerica's, the sedatives are highly questionable for índucing her
hallucination, particularly that she is alien as you pointed out, and
perhaps her injury has facilitated this effect.
but before I finish this post, I just wanted to tell you that regardless
of whwther Kerica deveopled a hallucinogenic state or not, it was

inappropriate to be left critically wounded in her chest alone. I
couldn't decide whether her injury was deep enough to effect the
deeper structures in her chest e.g. lungs, major vessels, etc, but she

certainly wasn't a candidate for neglect, and the person who took the
responsibility to help her to safety should have kept a good eye on

her, and nof left her alone, as the wounds may have bled extensively
and may have ultimately died anyway.
well I have to go now but I will reply to the rest when I have more
time.

"Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood""',.....Marie Curie
"Patience achieves more than strength or fury"....La Fontaine

t] Posté le 2 3/a7 /2004 11:1 4:4t uuInn
Réponse :

nès a dit :

hanks Suzi, for all the rnedical details, which offer some interesting
ssibitities, I thinkf especially if we consider the fact that Kirika is

lien, and that she might react differently all together (the mind

'ogles!),

ust a few reactions to sorne other things you write.

do agree that she has all reason to be afraid, and even though she
sn't aggressive, she does come across as agitated. Not entirely
ithout reason, as you suggest. Do you think that she rnight also be

'in shock" - not because of the fight, but because of the realisation
f where she is. How would you treat this usually (in movies people

'in shock" are always gùven some kind Of sedative, but that's
ovies ...

As you said, it is only in movies.l ^-^
We do sedate agitated and severely anxious patients but certainly we

don't hit them to force them to take the medication.
People with anxiety disorders are certainly candldates for sedation,
and those suffering alcohol or illegal drug withdrawal symptoms are
candidates too because they do become agitated and aggressive. If
you ask me Kerica wasn't the kind that I would say was a candidate
for sedation. Apparently we understand "agitation" differently. My
perceptíon of Kerica's "shock" as you call it is completely natural to
happen, proper orientation and explanation ceftainly would have
helped her better than the sedatives. By the way, sedatives don't
solve a problem, they are a temporary solution, and therefore you
don't resort to them unless you have to.
For hospítal patients, you may prescribe sleeping pills at night to help
them sleep in a "noisy" environment. And yes hospitals at night for
ward patients could be a busy bee hive. Nurses come in and out
checking on some, and fluid pumps beeping and so on'
In brief, for Keríca's "shock" I wouldn't have given her any sedatives

Paginaz} di24

:l suzr
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They only won her trust when she learnt that
brother and sister, and not by the violerlce.

Paginazl di24

Daisuke and Maria were

particularly that she wasn't aggressive or "agitated", and just
reassurance and explanation might have benn satisfactory. If not
then I would think of other options but ceÌtainly sedatives would be

very last option, and I would only consider it if she becomes agitated
or aggressive.

Réponse :

nès a dit :

don't know about this, as it seems presented as something new
perhaps a new, more effective technology), and King Vega is very
een on the results of Kirika's research. She does seem to be the
nly one whs can actually produce this. That seems to be the crucial
oint in terms of ptot and character interaction. (Brothers & sisters,
ing Vega's blackrnail of Kirika) ... I do agree it's puzzling, but they
o seem to need her.

nyway, this wouldn't be the first incoherence we have discussed.

I wondered about that too but the monster saucer of ep 12 had
freezing rays too, so what was the exact fuss about Kerica's
invention? Probably because she and her brother were improving it,
or maybe it was her brother who ínvented the original freezing
beams that were used in eP 12.

Réponse :
nès a dit :

e troubling thing about this episode is that they do win her trust
is wav. desoite the initial violence, don't you think?

Réponse r

nès a dit :

is is a difficult part of our discussion, and I'm afraid that I didn't
xpress myself very well.

n her situation, and given her background, Kirika might have
xpected much worse treaternent than a slap in the fac€, and I think
hat she does expect worse. Duke Fleed knows this, and I think that
e exploits him. In fact it is the scene you describe, his gradual shift

r"n fi'iendly to ihreatening behaviour that led me to this
onclusíon. The "language" I was referring to is not what we usually
ink of as language (sequences of sound producing meaning), but

ther forms of codes and behaviours that can produce meaning, like
r instance the "body language" you describe in Duke,

e is not usuatly this way, and he seems to do this consciously, to
things to Kirika ("Now, just don't forget theomrnunicate ceÉain
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I did understand very well when I wrote my last previous post what
you meant by her language, Agnes.
For Kerica, continuing her brOther's project was Of rngre moral value

than anything. vega, being an expert in psychological manipulation'
threatened to remove her from the project and hand it over to
another scientist, but he certainly wasn't as aggressive as Daísuke.
Someone, in her staus, a respectable scientist in the Vegan Empire
entrusted with a highly regarded and needed invention, whY would
she expect such kind of "violent language"? Why would that be her
"only" cuJtural code?
To my understanding Agnes, females who are overpowered and
identify with such codes of culture, wouldn't be high achievers, as
they always feel inferior and suffer a lot of psychologícal problems
that hinders theÍr progress.
Kerica as you notice was very confident and "ruthless" at some stage
as you indicated, so I truly wouldn't classify her as woman who
identifies with such "violent cultural codes". She argued with Vega
before giving in, That proves to me that she wasn't that kind of
person.

Réponse :

nès a dit :

as she reafly assaulted this unfairly? She is the one who started
he cycle of violence, and though I personally think that violence
hould not be used or perpetuated, the people whom she tried to kill
av feel themselves iustified in thinking othenruise.

You do bring up an ethícal dilemma, As a medical professional, my
code of ethics is to treat all sick patients equally even if one of them
killed my father. You are certainly presentating a moral issue like the
prisonners abuse scandals in Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghareeb
prisons.

What I meant by unfairly assaulted was that she was a helpless
patient not the ruthless killer, and therefore at that particular point ín

time aggression towards her was unfaír.

nd of position you are in") and obtain a cerlain effect (submission?
ar? the time to go and explore her craft???)

n fact, hís behaviour (body languag€, etc.) towards Kirika is similar
o that of King VeEa at that moment. That is what made rne think he
as drawing on !lgt'cultural cedes, or as I put it earlier using "the

anguage of violence and imperrneable hierarchies"

this makes more sense

Réponse :

nès a dit :

don't think that thís is the c'asef i,e.
aría feel that they are entitle to use

he tried to kill th€ffi, but I think that

I 'Jon't lhink that Duke or
violence against her because
Duke does this on purpose an
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ith a precise goal in mind.

do think, though, that had she known who Daisuke is, Kirika
erself would have thought him justified in his violence or revenge
gainst her. Indeed, it might have been more comprehensible to her
han his compassion and "help". Duke Fleed uses this too, I think,
hich again suggests that his behaviour here is not "natural" but

trateg ic.

In a way, Agnes, I find that Dantus point that Kerica was a Vegan,
and maybe that is what perpetuated Daisuke's aggression towards
her is certainly worth noting. But his attitude towards the Vegan
children was very different, isn't because they were children? As for
the description of his aggression as strategic, ummm...I don't really
agree.
He was noraml after she ingested the capsules because he achieved
his goal of making her submit to his will.

Réponse :

they woke her from sleep threatening her with their guns to come
with them to open the ship door. Later when she didn't shoot DF,
they showed her the friendly invitation to a different life. But yes,
theír action is justified, but my point was that she wasn't given much
choice whether physical or intellectual/emotional prior to that from
anyone whether from Vega or from them.

Well, I hope that has clarified the rest of your points of discussion,
Agnes.

And Dantus, don't worry, we will protect you if desert Vega, and
won't let DF show any aggression towards you, In fact he may think
that being friendly and cooperative with you is better than
aggression, after all you are not a female that he can easily beat or
force her to take capsules against her will. I Siru and physique do
matter, don't they?

--Message edité par suzi le 2004-O7-23 11;25106--

oes this make rnore sense? For me, this is one way af explaining
point in time. Before and after,is puzzling behaviour at one specific

e is his usual self, which leads to ur following point.

nès a dit :

but Maria and Hikaru Just ask her to open her spacecraft. In these
ircumstances, their behaviour is fair enough. Yes they "drag" her to
he spacecraft and ask her to open it, but that action is justified,
0n't you think?
hat I meant by freedom here is not only "physical" freedom, but

'freedorn of thought". They don't tell her vlhat to think or what to do
xceot when it affects thern directl
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--Message edité par suzi le 2004-A7-23 11:25:Q6--

"Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood."........Marie Curie
"Patience achieves more than strength or fury",,. . La Fontaine

H Posté te 2 3/A7 /2AQ4 20: 38 :32 ffidsfÉ

Yes Suzi Size does matter as long as I'm quíte taller and heavier than
Daisuke (about 12 cm and roughly 30 kilos l) I think in an open
barefist fight, i would wín easily. Anyway that's not the way I want to
deal with him !

I will resign from my minister job and stay hidden on earth.
I swear to end Monstrogoth construction and help Duke Fleed and
Genzo Umon to repair and improve Grendizer.

Suzi
Messages postes : 27 5
I am not an alien but I am

Alizée for ever I

H Poste le 77 1Q7 l2OA412:19 :05

uníque

tó$teÉ

Dear Agnes, while re-reading our discussion, I noticed that I forgot to
address this poínt.

But let us say for example someone has been involved in an
accident; a car accident, a bomb explosion or a collapsed building
persay. And this person got wounded, and the rescue workers got
him out to safety but didn't call an ambulance or take him to hospital
for assessment and treatment of his injuries. Few hours later this
person died. Then who do you blame for his death?
Yes, we can't say for sure and there is no guarantee that taking him
to hospital and giving him proper treatment could save his life but at
least you could say that he was given a fair go and everything
possible to save his life was done.
I guess in this situation you can't solely blame the accident for his
death, the rescue workers do take some of the blame, don't they?

Réponse i
uzi a dit ;

d Dantus, don't worry, w€ will protect you if desert Vega/ and
on't let DF show any aggression towards you. In fact he may think

hat being friendty and cooperative with you is better than
ggression, after all you are not a female that he can easily beat or

)rce her to take capsules against her will. 9Si=e and physique do
tter. don't thev?

Réponse :

nès a dit :

arn aware that you are not condemning DF and his friends, suzi,
hough I wouldn't go as far as saying that they are solely

sponsible for her death, She was lnjured but lucid, when Maria left
€F, and I'm not sure that they could foresee that Kirika would board
he spacecraft and attack the golgoth, which eventually led to her
eath. They may have been "irresponsible", but that doesn't rnake
hem automatically responsible for Kirika's death. Just my own

nion of course.
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Well, I hope I have clarified my point in holding Maria partly
responsible for Kerica's death. And really no offence Maria's fans, but
the truth is the truth,.....unfoftunately it hurts sometimes'

--Message edité par suzi le 2004'A7'27 12:21:25--

"Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood.".'.."..Marie Curie
"Patience achieves more than strength or fury"..'.La Fontaine

H Posté le 27 lA7 /2AA4 21 : 19:08

Réponse I
uzi a dit :

r Agnesr while re-reading our discussion, I noticed that I forgot
o address this point.

t let us say for example Someone has been involved in an
ccident; a car accident, a bornb explosion or a collapsed building

rsay. And this person got woundedr and the rescue workers got
im out to safety but didn't call an ambulance or take him to
ospital for assessment and treatment of his inSuries. Few hours

ater this person died. Then who do you blame for his death?
es, we can't say for sure and there is no guarantee that taking him
o hospital and giving him proper treatrnent could save his life but at
east you could say that he was given a fair go and everything

ssible to save his life was done.
guess in this situation you can't solely blame the accident for his
eath, the rescue Workers do take some of the blame, don't they?

ell, I hope I have clarified my point in holding Maria partly
esponsible for Kerica's death. And really no offence Maria's fans,
ut the truth is the truth .....,unfortunately it hutts sometimes.

- Messase editée edité Dar suzi le 2004-07-27 L2:2L:25--

Well I won't blame Maria or Hiraku for going to battle thís
monstrogoth instead of staying with someone that they still consider
as an ennemy. I think that even if they tried to heal her, they
considered themselves as warriors not as nurses !

So they followed the way they had chosen and Kerica died as a
wounded warrior on a battle field t

The only ones to blame are King Vega for making her becoming a
warrior and me for giving King Vega the technology to build Zume
Zume I

Ladt*É

Alizee for ever I

H Posté le 2s /07 /2OA4 10: 21 : 39 qrg#8ÉSuzi
Messages postes z 275
I am not an alien but I am unique

Réponse r

antus a dit :

ell I won't btame Maria or Hiraku for going to battle this
onstrogoth instead of staying with someone that they still consider

5 an ennern
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Yes slre died of battle
negligence. She could
centre after her initial

Welf Dantus, I don't think that after Kerica abandoned shooting DF'

she was considered as theírenerny any more. Hikaru invited her to
come with thenr as now she had nowhere else to go because she
woutd be consídered a traítor by Vega.

Réponse :

antus a dit :

think that even if they tried to heal her, they considered
hernselves as warriors not as nurses !

Dantus, if you recall the events correctly, Hikaru hesitated to go to
battle while Kerica was wounded, but Maria reassured her that she

would take care of Kerica, so Hikaru left to help DF and Koji combat
Zume Zume. Maria took on the responsibilíty of looking after her.
Usually, that means to either stay with her and nurse her or take her
to a place where appropriate medicaf attention could be given. She
did neither, she just took her beside her ship and left her there....I
don't think that this is appropriate especially that she willingly took
on the responsibility of looking after her. If she didn't see herself as a
nurse and preferred to be a warrior instead then she should have left
that job to a more reliable Person.

Réponse i
antus a dit :

..........and Kerica died as a wounded warrior on a battle field I

related inju ries, but she
have been saved if she
inj u ry.

Pagina26 di27

was also a victim of
were taken back to the

Réponse i
antus a dit :

e only ones to blame are King Vega for rnaking her becoming a
arrior and me for giving King Vega the technology to build Zume
ume I

I don't think that these are the only ones to blame for Kerica's death.
Yes Vega forced to go to war, and she was injured, and later killed by
Zume Zume, but on the other hand if she weren't given the sedatives
by DF earlier she wouldn't have developed the hallucinogenic state
that caused her to fall into Zume Zume's freezing rays thinking that
they were the burning planet; and if Maria didn't leave her alone by
her ship instead of taking her back to the centre when she got
ínitially wounded.

You know I think ep 63 is good in shocking us that our "nice" and
"responsible" heroes aren't really "sairìts". In other words they are
perfect humans who do make mistakes too, sometímes fatal and
they regret it too even if it is late,
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Auteur :

:Agnès
Messages postés : 97
I'rn still an alien! :-

Réponse :

uzi a dit:
ou know I think ep 63 is good in shocking us that our "nice" and
responsible" heroes aren't really "saints". In other words they are

rfect humans who do make mistakes too, sometimes fatal and
hey regret it too even if it is late.
t is good in rnaking us sympathesise with a Vegan warrior , and
ook at the Vegans as victims of war too, and not snly as oppressors
ho derserve death and annhiliation, In a way, it shows us the other
ide of the coin, the side that we perhaps don't really like to see or
cknowledge...that in a war all sides are victirns and perpetuators at
he same time.

We seem to agree on this Suzi. @
To my mind, this is one of the most interesting effects of episode 63.

As for your point about rescuing injured people, I'd just like to make
two remarks.

1. I think that your analysis of Kirika's hallucinations as induced by
the drugs she was given is plausible and even possible. However, I
am not sure that the episode itself makes this point quite as strongly
as you put it, i.e. I'm not sure that the average child will make the
link. Again, I am quite happy to accept this reading, but for it to be
the "only" possible interpretation, it would have to be a little more
obvious.

Of course, our appreciation of Duke Fleed's responsibility will be :
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The structure of the episode invÍtes us
she even meets our heroes and allows

hftp:ll2943.aceboard.neUp-29&43-1239€114-2.hlm
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it is therefore quite an essential

to identify with Kirika before
them to like or dislike her. We

affected by this one point, and
question.

What I like about this episode is that it doesn't give us an easy
"ready-for-consumption" interpretation. It remains ambiguous, like
most Araki epasodes, thereby inviting uncertainty and discussion.

2. I think that you are right to highlight Maria's responsibility in this
episode. She is partly responsible in the sense that she accepts a
task (caring for an injured personland then decides to take care of
another task instead. She also seems most affected by Kirika's death
in the end, whereas the other characters are more "pragmatic" about
it.

Don't you think that there is another underlying theme here in
addition to the other subtext we have highlighted in our discussion?

In an essential way, the epÍsode focuses on Maria. She brings about
reconciliation through her understanding of loss (loss is somethíng
she has experíenced, and knows about), but she also leaves an
injured person unattended to join the active war effort.

From Maria's point of view, this is not unreasonable. Kirika was not
hallucínating when she left her in what she thinks was a "safe" place,
She might have considered that her help was needed more urgently
elsewhere. Her decision, perhaps the best she can take, has dramatic
consequences as you pointed out Suzi. Again, Maria's sadness and
pain seems stronger and more raw than that of the other characters.
Thís may be due to her share of responsibility in Kirika's death, but
as Suzi pointed out, Duke Fleed also shares some of this. Yet his
reaction ís not as strong as his sister's.

If this episode ís about taking decisions and living with the
consequences for many different characters, then Maria's reaction
suggests that this ís somehting she is not yet used to. In many ways,
this episode is about Maria growing up: she has experienced loss
(her family, her world, her brother), but she was a child when this
happened. She has not yet experienced loss as an "adult" or as a
result of her own actions (in episode 49, she will presumably have
obeyed her "grandfather"0.

In a sense, Maria learns that loss is not qlryeyg something that
"happens" to your it is something that you can sometimes prevent
(she "saves" her brother. whom she doesn't want to lose again) or
cause (she doesn't look after Kirika properly when she had elected to
take care of this task). The issue of "loss" and "responsibility" is
resolved by Kirika's final revelation about her brother and her loss:
she was not responsible for the loss of her brother; in other words,
she is an "innocent victim" in that particular aspect of her life. In
fact, she is an "innocent victim" in the same sense Duke and María
.usqally are, whereas the usual victims are responsible for he_r: loss.

The usual patterns are inverted here, and our heroes are perceived
as fallible "human" beings as you pointed out Suzi. Maria still has to
fearn what Duke's behaviour suggests he already knows: nobody is
"perfect" and the decisions we take can lead to evil consequences, no
matter what our intentions were. We can't be the "good ones" all the
time.
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like her and know that she is not an "evil" person, even íf she ís on
the "wrong" side. As a result we .WA-nt our heroes to like her and treat
her well as well. However, the contrary happens, and this incites us
to think and re-evaluate our position, the things we take for granted,
our definitions of "good" and "evil".

"Inside" the story, two characters seem to realise this for the first
time: Kirika and Maria. It is their empathy, their capacity to identify
with and "feel" the emotions of other people, that invite the viewer to
do the same, to try and understand other, or different characters and
people.

In many ways, Maria, who is often so annoying, is the central
consciousness of the episode. She is young and inexperienced, but,
thís episode suggests, she is also learning. Towards the end of the
series, this seems to be Maria's main function. Annoying she may be,
but she Ís the one who sees things with inexperienced eyes, from the
same point of view as the chíldren discovering some of the issues
posed in Grendizerfor the first time.

After Hikaru and Koji, this rofe is finally transferred to Maria.

--Message edité par agnes le 2AO4-07-28 14:11:35--

Suzi
Messages p0stés : 275
I am not an alien but I am

Live fong and prosper ...

l=l Posté te 2910 z lZaO4 02 : 28 ; 54tÉ

unique Well, Agnes, You have expressed
better.

1S*frtfÉ
all what I wanted to say, and even

Anyway, about your point about the sleeping pills and the
hallucinations.... you know the firsttime I saw this episode as a child
I was about 13 and it was in french. It was on a VHS that I had
purchsed from a supermarket, and as you can guess my french at
that time was very very modest, so I didn't know what kind of pills
they were. But when Kerica (or Alizee as she was called in the french
version) started hallucinating I wondered what was really happening
and whether it had to do anything with the pills that she was given
earlier.
I didn't have the medical knowledge I have now, and I can't say that
I understood that episode completely at that tirne because of
language barriers, but it had always bothered me. The whole
narrative of that episode was very ambiguous to me.

And when I saw it in arabic years later, it was more of a shock than
anything @. somenow, I was petrified by behaviour of the characters
(Daisuke's assault to Kerica to force herto take the pills.....ok don't
laugh, but when I saw it in french as a child I thought that she said
something rude to Daisuke that is why he slapped herl {s ), the
ambiguous dialogue in the ship when Maria was begging for her
brother's life on the basis of their "friendship" (what friendship was
she exactly referring to? {re.F ), Maria leaving Kerica critically
injured and going away, and then she expressed deep sadness and
remorse after her death......,.You know it reminded me of an
Egyptian saying " He murdered the victim and walked in his funeral".
I thought how well fitted was this episode to that saying @ .

I can't say that it was listed in my favourite episodes (it still isn't). I
never liked to watch it again, but now I am looking at it with a more
mature attitude and I am beginning to understand it from an adult
prespective, not that my youthful intuitions about it have changed,
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Agnès
Messages postes : 97
I'm still an alien! :-)

-

but rather enlightened and matured.

In a way yes, Agnes, I agree that Mashima's (he is the scriptwriter,
not Araki) episodes always make us tickle our heads in wonder and
throw our "natural" expectations into choas (in a way, his epísodes

remínd me of Roald Dahl's "Tales of the Unexpected"@ and perhaps

that is what makes them special and thought provoking.

--Message edité par suzi le 2004-Q7-29 Q2:38:37-'

"Nothing in life is to be feared, lt is only to be understood"'........Marie Curie
"Patience achieves more than strenglh or fury"...'La Fontaine

{&$*fflÉ
more remarks (short this time,

H Posre te 3olo 7 lzoo411 :29: 13

Thanks Suzi. g
Can't stop myself from making a few
so don't wo rry @l

Réponse r

Ambiguous it is, I agreef though I doubt that you were an "average
child" (sorry if this is too personal). What I mean is that you seem to
have wondered, at a very early age, about the "hows and whys" of
the Grendizer storylines. I doubt that this was the main
preoccupation of most Grendizer viewers S

Weil, I guess that's why we founded 'TGT" and "TCT" ... strange
people with crazy ideas and unusual points of viewl!!

Thanks for allowing us to be "ourselves" ot't this forum, DJinspace ..'
I feel that we don't thank you often enough ...

Réponse :
k don't faugh, but when I saw it in french as a child I thought that
e said something rude to Daisuke that is why he slapped herl

Ha ha ha ... (sorry, had to. Although, it does certainly look like that.
always wondered whether something had been "lost in
translation"...)

Réponse l

['tot Araki) episodes always make us tickle our heads in wonder and I

uzi a dit ;

snipJ But when Kerica (or Alizee as she was called in the french
ersion) started haltucinating I wondered what was really happening
nd whether it had to do anything with the pills that she was given
arlier.
didn't have the medical knowledge I have now, and I can't say that
understood that episode cornpletely at that tirne because of

anguage barriers, but it had always bothered me. The whole
arrative of that episode was very arnbiguous to me.
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Suzi
Messages postés : 275
I am not an alien but I am untque
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hrow our "natural" expectations into choas (ln a way, his episodes
emind me of Roald Dahl's "Tales of the Unexpected"$ and perhaps

Hmrn, yes, I am aware that Araki isn't the scriptwriter here. I guess I
was refurring to the visual quality, which is emphasised in these
episodes. Indeed, these episodes seem to be imbued with extra
visual signíficance, i,e. what we see carries at least as much meaning
and ambiguity as what we hear, if not more ... that's why I
remember them as*"Araki episodes". Not very exact of me, I agree,
Sorry about tnatt @

Live long and prosper

H Posté le 30/O 7 l2AO415;07;03 ffi{S&eÉ

Thanks Agnes, for reminding me that I wasn't an "average child".

@ 
".r, 

perhaps you are right, all my friends who watched
Grendizer as children all what they cared for was the battle and
combat maneuvres.
Well, I guess that if I wasn't an average chíld then certainly I am not
an average adult...... aaaht why do I have to be so odd?l OOC

Ah, what a relief! Am I not glad that I am not the only odd one herel
I guess that birds of feather flock together,
I am certainly_very pleased and honoured to be part of these TGT &

rCrteams.ffiffiftffifr

OH! Oui, Dl mille rnerci pour ce forum formidable, 6 # #

Réponse :

nes à dit:

. though I doubt that you were an "average child" (sorry if this
s too personal). What I mean is that you seern to have wonder€d,
t a very early age, about the "hows and whys" of the Grendizer
:orylines. I doubt that this was the main preoccupation of most
rendizer viewerc o
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